
power passed- to  their matian.  the 
Haitian army. The  machine-gun 
displaced the machete. Now the 
peasants  can do  nothing against con- 
fiscatory taxes but refuse to tend  the 
coffee trees. Nor can  the workers 
make  any effective protest,  for  the 
present  government has abolished 
all political  parties and all  trade 
unions  except  a  puppet taxi-drivers’ 
union. In the  past business men 
caught by an economic squeeze have 
had-  recourse  to  a commercial strike. 
Such a strike  precipitated the fall 
-of the Estime  government in 1950. 

But  the &‘of ‘iriodem:‘pMice-dtate 
methods  against  uncooperative  citi- 
zens discourages a business man  frgm 
closing his doors. 

The circle seems almost complete. 
Without  popular  education  and a 
liberal  exchange pf opinion, dem- 
ocracy cannot develop. A milltary 
regime will never make a  serious 
effort to banish illiteracy. Order 
maintained by those who  under- 
stand the situation is more con- 
venient for property-holders than 
free elections. 

Some desperate Haitians hope  for 

- a ,  - in’tiGenHo6 -G+ ~IG mtd ~ & % s  
or the  United States. However, the 
United  Nations  cannot act when no 
aggression is exercised except  against 
the local population. The United 
States has an  understandable re- , 
luctance to intervene in the affairs 
of a  state  where no known Com- 
munists  are  functioning.  A people 
in misery is natural prey to Com- 
munist  propaganda, and it is said 
that some refugee Haitians are being 
trained  in Moscow, but  at present 
communlsm is a purely  rhetorical 
threat in  Haiti. 

TEST OF THE FREE AIR 
T h e  Lamb Case by Edgar Kemler 
CAN a reputable business man and 
successful radio-TV broadcaster be 
expelled  from the Republican-con- 
trolled  broadcasting  industry be- 
cause he happens to be  a  Democrat 
and a veteran of the so-called “pink 
decade”? The Republlcan-dominated 
Federal  Communications Comrnls- 
sion obviously thinks so. Otherwise, 
the  status of Edward  Lamb,  who 
owns stations  in  Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and Florida,  would  not now be in 

, jeopardy. (See the Ted  Lamb Case, 
by Edgar Kemler, in The Nutton of 
June 12, 1954.) 

Lamb’s case made a few headlines 
last  fall during  the first round of 
public hearings, which started Sep- 
tember 15, 1954. When they are 
resumed on February 9, there will 
be some real flreworks, for the case 
has more  serious  implications for 
civil llbertles  than any other securlty 
case now before the publlc. 

T h  e  Federal  Communications 
Commission does not claim the right 
to  ban  “tainted” broadcasters from 
the  air  in the same fashion as the 
government claims the right to  get 
rid of tainted  federal employees. All 
it asks IS that  applicants for T V  or 
radio llcenses tell the truth  about 
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the  nature of their involvement-spe- 
clfically, whether or  not they were 
ever guilty of “intellectual sympa- 
thy” with  communlsm,  whatever 
that is. This is a  devious  question 
which can hardly  demand a straight 
answer. On the  one hand, i t  is al- 
most imposslble for an intelligent, 
idealistic man like Lamb  to have 
llved through  the thirtles without 
having  felt some sympathy for 
human rights. On the other  hand, 
to admit this  sympathy today is to 
expose oneself to worse penalties 
than  expulsion  from the radio-TV 
industry. 

That is the trap  in which Lamb 
now finds himself. Back In 1948, 
when he applied for  his  first radio 
license, he informed the  Federal 
Communications Commlssion of his 
political and economic affiliations, 
which were those of a Ilberal,  pio- 
neering New Deal  independent. The  
commission learned, however, that 
he had  been  a  member of various 
OrganlLatlons now suspect, such as 
the  National Lawyers’ Guild, which 
he helped found, and  had  written a 
book  In  1933 dlscussmg the planned 
economy of Sovlet Russla. Since 
then  Lamb’s  affiliations have been 
checked and cleared at least six 
times, by both the  F. B. I. and the 
F. C. C. Lamb himself revealed his 
independence  to the F. C. C ; he is 
proud  that he was a  corporation 
lawyer who took labor cases. 

Not until  the reorganization of 
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the commission as a Republican 
agency in 1953 and  the  appolntment 
of John C. Doerfer,  a protege of 
Senator  McCarthy, was Lamb’s “ex- 
planation”  called  into question. 
Commissioner Doerfer and some of 
his Republican colleagues contend ’ 
that  Lamb  had  ‘‘intellectually accept- 
ed  communism and knowingly con- 
tributed to  Communist  c  a u s e s.” 
Agalnst. this, letters  from J. Edgar 
Hoover and  others have been pre- 
sented  which  extol Lamb for his 
anti-Cornmumst  edltorlals. 

LAMB insisted before the  United 
States Senate that if he had  not 
switched hls support from the Re- 
publican  nominee  for the Presidency 
in 1948 to the  Democratic  nominee 
In 1952 he would not now be faced 
with these charges. He was told as 
much by Doerfer himself. It is ob- 
vious that if Lamb is forced to give 
up his Erie  station, WICU-TV, the 
most profitable of his half-dozen 
radlo-TV propertles - its estimated 
value is .$lO,OOO,OOO-and the only 
one now in  queslion, I t  will go to a 
Republlcan  colnpetltor. By unani- 
mous vote Democrats and  Republi- 
cans on the Senate  commlttee Joined 
to conflrm  Doerler in his F. C. C. 
job  after  he  said  that  Lamb would 
at least be given a  bill of partlculars 
of the charges against  hlm. But  the 
particulars were never given, and 
neither  Lamb  nor his  attorney,  for- 
mer  Attorney  General J. Howard 
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+I+pth, was advised what his un- 
known accusers would accuse him of. 

At  the  beginning of the case Lamb 
was charged not merely with  the 
lesser evil of fellow-traveling but 
with  having been a Communist 
Party  member  from 1944 to 1948. 
Later  the  more serious charge of 
party  membership was dropped. 

Since the  hearings  last  fall the 
tide  has  been  setting in Lamb’s 
favor. The  Scripps-Howard  papers 
and various magazines have  begun  to 
view the F. C. C.’s case with a  highly 
suspicious eye. If a reputable T V  
broadcaster can be trapped by the 
government on a  remote  security 
issue, then  sooner or  later  reputable 
newsmen will be trapped  the same 
way. Anyone with a  federal license, 
even  a hunting license, can  be  called 
up for a  security hearing  and asked 
about  his  thoughts twenty years ago. 
There is evidence, too, that Lamb’s 
long-silent  Democratic  friends in  the 
Senate will soon speak up  for  their 
benefactor-for many years Lamb 
has been among the  largest  donors 
to the  Democratic  Party. It even 
looks as i f  DoerEer and his colleagues 
might try to drop the case. If they 
do not, i t  will  be  tried in the  courts, 
for Lamb  has  brought  action  in  the 
District of Columbia’s Circuit  Court 
of Appeals  questioning  the  right of 
the F. C. C. to ask him  about his 
private  thoughts. 

k 

b 

UNDOUBTEDLY, Doerfer’s case 
against Lamb would be stronger if 
he could have  proved  the  earlier 
charge that  Lamb was a concealed 
Communist  from 1944 to 1948. Why 
he believed this  charge and why he 
clung  to i t  from  July 29,  1953, to 
July 29, 1954, is still  something of a 
mystery. Perhaps he believed It be- 
cause he  wanted to belleve it. Or 
perhaps  one of the professional ex- 
Communists of Toledo,  Lamb’s 
home  town,  told  Doerfer  something 
In private that  he would not  repeat 
in  public  under  oath.  One such  ex- 
Communist is known  to  have  offered 
a $1,000 bribe to another ex-Com- 
munist to testify about  Lamb’s 
presence at the  dedication of Lincoln 
House,  whlch  has since been  de- 
scribed as a  bookstore  patronized 
by Communists  in 1944. Yet the 
significance of this bit of chicanery 
is also clouded.  Lamb’s speech at 
Lincoln House was made to  urge 
Chmmunlsts to honor  the war-time 
alliance of Soviet Russia and the 

UniLed States,. many  public officials 
and non:Communists attended the 
opening of the bookstore and urged 
unity  behind  the  war effort. 

The  testimony  already g i v e  n, 
which exceeds a million words, is 
chiefly notable for the  rain effort of 
Walter C. (“Bucky”) Powell, com- 
mission counsel, to dose  the  gap 
between Lamb  and the Toledo ex- 
Communists. Unable to  prove that 
Lamb was a party  member,  Powell 
has harped  on his  alleged  “contribu- 
tions” to party causes, such as a $2 
ticket Lamb was supposed  to  have 
bought to a  picnic that may  have 
been Republican  or Democratic or . 
Communist - the commission wit- 
nesses are  not certain.  Conceivably 
Lamb,  along  with  other  non-Com- 
munists,  could  have  been on the 
party’s list of persons to be  solicited 
for contributions,  though as Russell 
Brown, one of Lamb’s hard-hitting 
counsel  has pointed  out, this fact 
has not been  established. An ex- 
Communist  consultant on a $25-a- 
day testify-for-hire basis, asserts that 
Lamb was  twice asked for $100 con- 
tributions  in 1944 but  admits  that 
no such contribution was made. 
Ernest Courey. who says he saw 
Lamb give $7 to a  party  member 
in 1938 and again  in 1940,  was not 
in fact  a  Communist. He says he 
was a spy for a stnke-breaking 
agency. Courey had a  conviction  for 
second-degree murder in  his back- 
ground,  but  he could  not “remem- 
ber”  the incident  when testifying in 
detail  about conversations he over- 
heard twenty years ago. 

It was in desperation,  apparently, 
that Powell put the  colorful Mrs. 
Marie  Natvig on the stand. A little 
reflection  would  have  told him  that 
Mrs Natvlg was mentally  too  erratic 
to testify e f f e c t i v e l y  about 
anything.  Moreover, her knowledge 
of communism in general and of 
Lamb  in  particular was evidently 
gleaned largely from  the  feature sec- 
tIons of the Sunday papers.  Powell 
apparently chose to believe her 
amazing  story about a  “romance” 
with Lamb back in  the  thirties. Her 
testimony touched on a Communist 
pow-wow in Columbus,  Ohio, in 
the spring of 1936-other F. C .  C. 
witnesses say there was no such 
meeting. Then, with  advance  notice 
to  the  newspapers,  she  told of her 
“first  act of infldellty,  which  in- 
directly  resulted  in  her  divorce ” 

With  promptings  from F. C.  C. 

counsel  she  recalled  lectures on 
“hot  and cold wars” which Lamb 
delivered  a  decade  before the hot- 
and-cold  war  terminology was in- 
vented.  She  even  said an alleged 
Lamb agent, one  Milling  Under- 
wood, had  attempted to bribe her 
with $50,000 to stay off the witness 
stand.  Underwood,  a  retired  railroad 
man, was immediately found by 
Lamb’s counsel. He testified that 
he  had never heard of Lamb,  that 
he was picked up  in  a Washington 
bar by Mrs. Natvig, and  that no 
bribe of $50,000 was ever mentioned. 
Incidentally,  Powell  left  the F. C.   C .  
on  January 3 and was taken on by 
the  National Association of Radio- 
T V  Broadcasters. 

PUBLICLY  Lamb says he is confi- 
dent  he will win his case. But  he has 
already  suffered  serious financial  in- 
jury from  the F. C. C.’s attacks. 
Pending  the outcome the commis- 
sion will not even  let him  repair or 
properly  mamtain  his T V  and  radio 
statlons  And because hostile  poli- 
ticians and editors,  in  addition to 
Commissioner  Doerfer,  have  wrongly 
leaped  to  the  conclusion that  he was 
once close enough to the  Communist 
Party,  he  has  felt  obliged to start 
a number of legal  actions in which 
he is now demanding  more  than 
$1,500,000 for libel  damage.  Mean- 
while Lamb is quietly  bolstering and 
diversifying his $30,000,000 business 
empire  agalnst  the  posslbdity of be- 
ing  drlven out of  broadcasting. He  
has  manufacturing,  publishing,  and 
other  interests  which are not “sub- 
ject to shakedown by licensing  agen- 
cies.” Ironically, by current F. C. C .  
standards,  his  great  wealth  ought  to 
be the most compelllng  argument 
for  his  loyalty as an American. 

In  a column  headed  Publisher’s 
Notebook  which  he  runs each week 
in his  Erie Dz~putch, Lamb makes 
no bones about  the fact that  he was 
a liberal  in  the depression years, 
that  he is a  liberal now in his years 
of abundance,  and  that  he  will re- 
main a  llberal in the years ahead. 
Privately Lamb says that he will 
continue  the  fight to  clear his  name 
if it takes his  last  penny. “There 
are basic American  rights invoIved. 
and I want  to go out of this  world 
with  the  knowledge that I have 
fought  for a better,  more wholesome 
country, an  America where  intelli- 
gent  men live and prosper in  an 
atmosphere of freedom.” 
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