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Marcel Proust 
la du Par Marcel Proust.  Paris: 

FTER Balzac’s fifty volumes cohering into a network of 
lives, and Romain Rolland’s ten  projecting t o  the  full a 

single  personality, the question what  can come next  in  the 
novel is being  answered by a work now in  the  sixth volume and 
the  central figure as  yet a  mere youth. Of all  that  has been 
written of Marcel Proust  thus fa r  little  has been said of what 
he is contributing to the novel in  this growing landmark. 
Some critics dismiss it as a novel of manners; others appre- 
ciate it as a  product of style. No one has pointed out  that  this 
“Recherche du temps  perdu” is a  reviving and even recreat- 
ing of  old matter  and old method into new effects, is what every 
novel should be-a discovery of something new both in  life  and 
art. 

This novel has no hero, no  dominant character whose destiny 
is the reader’s concern. Yet unless the  reader of these volumes 
sees that  the anonymous, negative,  impersonal character of the 
child, and youth who successively has  the place of hero 
is a triumph of creative skill, all  the more powerful because his 
unobtrusiveness is the  very  vantage point from which he ob- 
serves, analyzes, projects, paints whole groups,  he misses the 
first marvel of  M. Proust’s skill. This canny manipulator  has 
tangible story of his own, yet he coheres a world already SO 

vast,  intricate,  yet  subtly differentiated that Balzac’s multiple 
world looks  loose and  fortuitous and “Jean Christophe” a very 
simple creation. C6t6 de chez Swann” (Part   I )  begins 

a reminiscence. The prologue, an exquisite bit of reverie, 
establishes the poetical mood  of the hero, how he is to see his 
world. Memory has  perhaps never been so demonstrated t o  be 
what PIato called it-the mother of the Muses. The pain, the 
sensitiveness, the inexplicable suffering of a child have never 
been distilled into more wistful poetry. Child psychology has 
something precious in  these pages, as  it  has  in  James 
Joyce’s “Portrait of the Artist.” M. Proust’s method is of the 
two the more rational. He does not make the recalling mind 
the same as  the perceiving mind. The  adult mood colors the 
picture as it must if life deepens the meaning of childhood, and 
childhood as life is a mystery even to  the child; its pathos is 
that he is inarticulate.  The  pastoral  quality of the Combray 
scenes, the tenderness and humor of these recollections have 
the  sincerity of the  early idylls of George Eliot, who like M. 
Proust how to use a lyric memory.  One misses this  lyric 
instrument f o rm in the second development of the Swann part, 
but Swann himself is thus given a dramatic value consonant 
with  his importance in  the novel as a whole. 

“A  1’Ombre des jeunes filles en fleurs” is adolescence as 
we have not had it before. Poetry deepens as memory penetrates 
unafraid  into  the  sanctuary of emotion, passion, beauty of every 
kind. A temperamental,  intellectual  youth and his world live 

again, a world where  the pale cast of thought  admits 
little  gaiety but touches instead t o  new issues a whole  epoch 
where mood gives perspective to  all  the scenes. How every- 
thing expands and deepens because the mental  reliving quickens 
consciousness to an almost wizard power!  How terribly  aware, 
how psychically alert,  what  reach of associative thinking  in 
this  great second part!  Art, books,  science, and  the  art of life 
itself color a big world for Gilberte, for Albertine, for Saint- 
Loup and Bloch as well as for  their lover and  friend who will 
not disclose his name. The  plastic presentation of the  groups 

the beach; the  Watteau handling of those in  the woods; the 
attenuated  analysis of such a simple impression as a cluster of 
trees upon the hero’s mind, the  frankness of sentiment and of 
emotional response-the finest since “Werther”-all enrich the 
first Paris and the Balbec- scenes to the full. N o  matter how ‘ 
many volumes may be added later,  the  great second part will 
be singled as a masterpiece. It is Henry James’s ideal of 
saturation, of squeezing the subject, of achieving the “done” 
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theater  is  contamed In this excellent collection of oneact plays. 
The  New York A complete  repertoire  for  the  little 

The work IS a pioneer In its field. N o  other volume shows 
clearly has been done  in  this field. $5.00 
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C-L Contalnlng ten plays  produced the Provincetown 
Players. 

Uniform  and excellence of workmanship va- 
ned , ~ n  sub3ec.t matter.  The volume is a distmct  contrlbutlon 
to American  dramatic art  $2.60 

“PORTMANTEAU  ADAPTATIONS” 

.” - 
The p m d  volume of thia  aerles  includes  “Gammer Gurton’s 

Needle  “The  Blrthday of Infanta.”  “Sir  David  Wears a , 
a sequel t7 “SIX W h o  Pass  While Lentlls  Bod” 
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Three unusual  plays  through  all of which rune  the theme of 
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for 
The  student,  when he bas completed a study of the  plays 

connected wlth  the  BRITISH  and AMERICAN DRAMA OF 
TODAY, should have  a  very  definlte knowledge of the essen- 
tials of dramatic  technlc  in  general,  and  the  modern  movement 
in Darticular. $2.50 

“HELEN’S BABIES” 

A Memorial  edltion of this  wonderful which  has de- 

trated by Wllham J. Moll in  the delightful  style of the  early 
hghted milllons of people the  past forty-five years illus- 

page  colw 16 page 
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“THE BIG MUSKEG” 

selhnn  interest devoted to great outdoors. 
Author of ‘Wooden  Spoil” etc. An  absorbing novel of com- 

The  best 6f its kind. 
$2 00 

“THE COMPLETE DOG BOOK” 
Dr- 

fully described m this modern  work wntten by an authority 
The dogs of America,  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  are 

of international  reputatlon  The  hiatow  care  and  feeding, 
breaking  and  breedlng is cdmpletely covered: 
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peal for  the  man who been there. 
The only collection of outdoor  stories  having  the  human ap- 

colored $2.00 

“IN  THE ALASKA-YUKON GAME-LANDS” 
Dr- T. 

is enough to stxr the  pulse of every red-blooded man  and 
This  line  narrative of achievement in  the wildest  outdoor 

12mo. 

“REMINISCENT  TALES  OF A HUMBLE ANGLER” 
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For  the lover of meat out’o’doorm this volume will be a 
delight. 81.50 
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thing. Reaction, reaction, and always  reaction! The Goncourts 
prided themselves on the power -to analyze as  their contribution 
to  the novel. M. Proust analyzes every analysis,  and  analyzes 
again and yet  again. 

A philosophy slowly emerges from  this  intricate  pattern of 
lives, and strange  to  say it is analogous to the big impulse of 
the novel as Scott, Balzac, and  Henry  James conceived  it-that 
the new is of less value than  the old, that  the  future  must be 
safe the  past. Oldness is from first t o  last a permanent 
note of M. Proust’s novel. It is the memory-work of a  man old 
in  life;  the child, the boy, and the youth are each old in  his reac- 
tion to  an old group-his grandparents  and  their  relatives 
and  their servants. The grandmother in a  subtle way dominates 
the  spiritual outlook of the hero, who learned of her  that  there 
was  “a  French  past  very old,  noble, and misunderstood,” a part 
of “a social complexity and worldly refinement which figured in 
the modern world like delicate  sculptures in a  factory.”  This 
worldly refinement is in  full swing  in the  third  part, “Le C6t6 
de Guermantes,” another name for  Faubourg Saint-Germain. 
One sees in  this  stage of this slowly evolved  novel that  its 
structural scheme and  spiritual outlook are mutually interpre- 
tative.  The  Swann side and the de Guermantes side in  the 
Combray scenes are mere background, topography as it were. 
They now take on the force of symbol; they  are two worlds 
linked by this nameless narrator, who is properly of neither 
world. True, his grandmother’s affiliation with t h  3 Faubourg 
Saint-Germain is enough to  allow him t o  become the living de- 
positary of its tradition.  This is  the  advantage Proust  has 
over Balzac who improvised a Faubourg Saint-Germain, over 
Henry James who observed its English equivalent. This hero 
sees all  and is part of much of this v i e  rnondaine, and is a liter- 
ary  artist acceptable t o  it because of his talent. 

He  turns its worldly refinement into fine use in once more 
making woman a real in fiction. Flaubert  has misled two 
generations of novelists into  the vain idea that  by subjecting 
their women t o  tooth and claw they  are making fiction moral. 
M. Proust’s demi-mondaine walks  abroad an enchantress-her 
dress  no external  part of  her but incorporate “like the plumage 
of a bird.” Dress as plumage is an  art  in  this book, part of a 
system of portraiture which adds to  this novel the fascination 
of a gallery of masters-the grandmother affects one like  a 
Whistler. Odette and  Oriane  have all the sumptuous array of 
the Venetian school with  whatever graces  the moderns have 
added. The men are equally objective; their  hats,  their gloves, 
their whole demeanor are  caught with rare akill. If only worldly 
refinement were all of the Swann side or the de  Guermantes 
side this  pictural value of M. Proust would tempt one into an 
ensemble arrangement, each group an exhibition of some  school 
of portraiture. This would to emphasize too much what- is 
after all but an accessory t o  the  character  portrayal which, as 
much as  the poetry, as  the intensive reaction, is another domain 
won for  the novel. 

In making the  future  safe  for a “fine French  past” M. Proust’s 
genius for  truth makes his writer, who is participating  in  the 
social complexity of the  Faubourg Saint-Germain, play .an 
equivocal part. On  one page  he writes of  Mme. de Guermantes, 
who is his idol, his  dream, as “his goddess turned woman who 
rained on him the  brilliant  and celestial shower of her smile.” 
On another he  reports  her  critical  remarks on Dumas fils: 

her taste was the opposite of mine she supplied literature 
to my mind when she talked of Faubourg Saint-Germain and 
never  appeared so stupidly Faubourg Saint-Germain as when 
she talked literature.” Balzac would have made this  lady a 
rival of Sainte-Beuve; Henry James would have had  her  talk 
suspirated gossip. M. Proust’s  hero is after  all  the  predatory 
literary  artist  out  for copy. And never did one subject  his 
material to more thorough treatment.  In  subtle  tonchesthe 
mere  notation of gesture, detail of dress, trick of manner-these 
men and women are made to live, as well as by wealth of anec- 
dote, incident, apt  illustration, dialogue, situation,  the whole 
literary machinery to  the art of the novel. Here  are men 
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Wbmen whose refinelnent csriiiihot atond  f6r  their $hallow 
Never  was  artist  more  impartial;  the women cannot 

hide hnder  their plumage, the  men  cannot escape their  hidfen 
sins, A novel of manners indeed! This is a caste, a social 
complex untouched  before, a civilization of the kind  the  Swiss 
rustic Rousseau called back  to  nature; it is the kind of civiliza- 
tibn Rousseau’s disciple  Chateaubriand exhibited to  an. Ameri- 
can  Indian as a sinister evidence of the  safety of the wigwam, 
One understands how why Romain  Rolland made  Jean Chris- 
tophe an  Alsatian.  The  French  are courageofis people. They 
are  unafrgid of tlieii- enlotions and  are  artists;  theji are una- 
fraid of their vices and  are  nloralistd;  they  are  unafraid of 
ideas  and are  real  intellectuals. M. Proust in ail three is 
French of the  French. 

As M. Proust’s  prose it is wholly of the  substance of  hid 
material  and  his method. He  may  not be What his  hero  ,set 
out to be in his childhood, the  greatest  writer  in  the  world,  but 
he  is one of them. Solidity  and  rhythm,L i~ daring  use of figurej 
pictorial  power  in homely detail as well as  in  the  large  frde 
suggestiveness of temperament  and mood neutralize a cumula- 
tive  syntax piled to  tantalizing  obscurity.  What  lifts  this novel 
out o f  the  order of novels, even the  very  best,  is  the play of 
intellect  about  ideas,  and  this  “travail  de la pensee sur elle- 
m8me” preserves moral  tone  in a novel difficult to classify 
morally. Its shbtlety  frees  the  work  from its personal tram- 
mels and  makes it the  study of a soul, voyaging  in a world 
but  for his own thought.  The  author  and  the  hero  may be 
identified, but no biographic  implication  is needed t o  interpret 
these six volumes as  the  product of a mind with a phenomenil 
literary intelligence. This is a novel of novels-that is, all that 
is  best  in  the novel, not in  France only, has been assessed fo? 
the  making of this onei Such  play of ihkllect  in  the deep ds 
well as the  casual  things of life  has  not been put into a 
since Goethe’s serene wisdom was embodied in “Wilhelm Meis- 
ter.” Should M. Proust  carry  his  drama  to our own time- 
his  hero  is now in todcli with  the  Dreyfus affaip-ur t i qe  
mdl  be both impaled &?id glorifiedi All life is old; i t  will bear 
renewing  many times8 ZLLEN , 

Brimming By  Dorothy Canfield. Harcourt,  Brace  and 

HE times  have  lent t o  this book an  interest  and  an impor; 
tahce if only partly  earns. A cravifig for  sensation  and 

variety  has seized upon a world  which has lost mdst of its 
aspects of permanence. Simple  lines of conduct have  -been 
washed out in a delhge of blood; and  those  persons who clung 
most closely to  the sanctions  and  taboos of a more  comfortable 
age now feel  lost  without them. Some such persons  are help. 
lessly floundering and  have given the effort  to find theif 
way; some are  listening  with  pitiable  trust to  the ghoulish 
philosaphies of the Reverena  John Roach Stratans Of da$; 
and some are eager to  face  life  honestly yet to find a 
rational  way of t o  simplicity  and  solidity endurink 
values. 

To satisfy  such WoxYied but conscientious souls, and  perhaps 
to  satisfy  herself,  Dorothy Canfiel-d has  writteh  an  earnest  aqd 
serious  vindication of marriage-and a fine novel is lost  in 
the process. She  has  evidently tried to be lionebt. She  has 
faced the  flattening of long-accustomed intimacy  and end- 
less household cares upon tlie most glowing-of muthful  ecsta- 
cies. She  has allowed the sensitive, impressionable  Marise 
feel  intimations of a riew passion  under  the  hot eyes of Vincent 
Marsh,  the  disturbing  intruder.  She  has  laid  the  spare,  gaunt 
outlines of life  in  the  Vermont hills against a sumptuous back- 
ground of wealth and a r b a l l  personified in the rasping 
ptesence Marsh. She  has  pictured  with  appalling  veracitp 
the  incoherent  existence of 2 of threc? small ckildreri. 
And ge t  with  all  this  brave  effort at frankness,  the  cards a~xk 

CBMpany. $2. 

h Introduction: to tltle Science of By Robert 
E. Park  and  Ernest W. Burgess. 

sociology. It represents  the investigation and  thought 
This volume defines and illustrates the principles of 

of many  leading  scholars in the fields of psychology, 
anthropology, and sociology. If one would hnderstand 
the social structure of his time  he should read this 
book. $ 4  50, postpaid $ 4  70. 

The Financial  Organization of Society. By H. G 
Moulton. 

Money, credit facilities, and our flnancial institutions 
A study of the financial aspects of modem  society 

are closely interwoven with the entire economic organ- 
ization. They should be studled  in this relation and no t  
as isolated  economic agencies. $4 00, postpaid $4 20 

Some Newer National Social. 

Sociological Society. Some of the problems discussed 
Vol. X V ,  Papers  and  Proceedings of the American 

are: Eudemonics, Science of National or General 
Welfare; A Theory of Social Interests;  Further  Inquiries 
of Sociology; Social Significance of Mental  Levels; The 
Relation of Women to  Industry.  Paper $2.00, post- 
paid $ 2  15. 

Evol~tion, Genetics, and Eugenic# By Horatio H. New- 
man. 

Most thoughtful people today are interested  in  these 
subJects. This book has been prepared t o  meet  an 
increasing  demand for an  account of the  varlous  stages 
of evolutionary biology condensed withln  the scope of 
a volume of moderate size. Illustrated. $3.75, post, 
paid $3.90 

The Gr?aphic By Josepli  Penrieil, 

Institute of Chicago deals wlth the processes and modem 
This latest volume of Scammon Lectures &t the 

development of all the  graphlc  arts,  drawing,  printing, 
engraving, etching,  and  hthographing. One hundred 
and fifty examples of the flnest Work in khese fields have 
been chosen by the Author to  illustrate tHe points! of his 
discussion. $5 00, postpaid $5.20. 

The Politics in By IIisabur6 Kawab6. 

the  press  upoh  the political  life of Japan, to  indicate 
The purpose of this book to  show the  ifhueme of 

the process by which a state has made  remarkable prog- 

cation, as a result of the  modern  printlng press. $2.00, 
less  mainly  through the development of communl- 

postpaid $2.10. 

Funeral Management By Quincy L. Dowd. 

on the important  but neglected problem of burial 
The  author  presents a scientific, authoritative work 

Without  fear or  favor the book deals wlth  funeral e%- 
travagance and cemetery profiteerlng. It offers sugges- 
tiohs based on  the  ascertained  facts fo r  a constructive 
program of burial,  public management,  and control. 
$ 3  00, postpaid $ 3  15.  

American Journal of Sociology. Albion W. Small, 
Editor. 

religious, political, economic, and  ethical questions 
Discusses 1n a scholarly  and scientific way the social, 

t ion to  current problems.  Subscription price $3.00. 
of modern society. It gives thoughtful considera: 
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