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INTRIUUERS 

The New York Herald’s revelations, b] 
means of stolen  letters,  in  regard  to  the  ac 
tivities  behind  the  scenes of the MexicaI 
revolution of certain  large  business  inter 
ests,  hardly come as a surprise.  That  tht 
large  groups of foreign  capitalists  interestec 
have been watching  every move and havc 
tried  to  bring  pressure  to  bear on one  sidt 
or the  other,  has  been as notorious as 11 

was  natural.  At  bottom,  the  revolt  whict 
placed Madero in  the  Presidential  chair wax 
a protest  against  the  exploitation of the  re. 
public  by  contending  capitalistic  forces and 
the  absorption of the  land by a few m a g  
nates.  The  illiterate peon,  who has been 
food  for  the  cannon  since  the Weginning of 
t h e  Madero  revolution,  has  not, of course, 
been able  to define the  feeling of in~ustlce 
within  him  Those  who  have been in the 
“States,” or had  relatives  here,  have  known 
that  there  are people  living  under  superior 
conditions,  obtaining  simple  lustice  in  the 
courts,  and  having  the  opportunity  to ob. 
tain  better  chances  for  their  children. So 
they  and  multitudes  who  know  nothing  about 
American  conditions  have  risen blindly-too 
often to  be only the  hapless  pawns of great 
torces of which  they  were  wholly  ignorant 

Something of the  methods of certain of 
these  forces  is  revealed by the Herald We 
have  the  familiar  Washington  representa- 
tive  in  Capt  Sherburne  G  Hopkms,  long 
a n  adviser of revolutions  in  South  and Cen- 
tral  America,  and so popular  with  those 
financially  interested  in Mexico as to  be able 
to  boast of declining “offer  after offer of re- 
tainers”  in  order t o  be  loyal  to  his  em- 
ployer, Mr Henry  Clay  Pierce  The  lat- 
ter’s  adventures  with  the  courts of several 
States, in connectlon  with  the  Waters-Pierce 
O!l Company,  can  hardly  have been forgot- 
ten.  Capt  Hopkms’s  patriotic soul-like his 
retainer-makes  him  the  champion of the 
American  oil  interests as against  the  British 
headed  by  Lord  Cowdray.  To  Capt  Hop- 

anything  connected  with  Cowdray  was 
anathema,  after a visit  to  Madere  (his  fee 
for  this  was $2,000 in gold,  paid by Mr 
Pierce)  to  induce  the  late  President  to expel 
from  the  directorate of the  National  Rail- 
ways of Mexico certain  enemies of Mr. 
Pierce. Mr. Pierce’s  motives  were, of course, 
of the  best.  As  explamed by Capt.  Hop- 
kins  in a letter  to Gen Carranza, if i t  had 
not been  for Mr. Fierce,  these  enemies 
“would have  robbed  the  lines  in  the most 
outrageous  manner.”  To  Carranza,  be i t  
noted.  Capt.  Hopkins  made no concealment 
that was  in  the  pay of Mr. Pierce,  and i n  
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his behalf he  urged  Carranza to reorganlz 
the  National  Railways  in  his  possession i l  

the  northern  States, “as a separate  system 
apart  and  distinct  from  the  lines  in thl 
possession of the  Huerta  Government.” 

Rapidly,  Capt.  Hopkins  rose  to a placl 
in  Carranza’s confidence, in  which  he no 
only  obtained  the  appointment of “his  friend 
Mr Pani,”  to  take  charge of the  railways 
but  became  apparently  an  important  advise] 
t o  the  First  Chief Unfortunately for  thc 
Plerce-Hopkins  railway  plans, Gen. Vi11; 
refused  to  permit Mr. Pan1 to take  hold 
there  are  still  other  evidences  that  the  fric 
Lion between  the  two  leaders  may  have hac 
an origin  in  some  such  business  transaction 
Meanwhile, Capt  Hopkins  was  busy  influenc 
mg  the  American  press  to  point  out  thal 
the  three  Huerta  delegates  to  the  Mediatior 
Conference  were  all  agents of Lord  Cowdray 
one being  said  to be his  personal  counsel 
When we add  that  during  all  this  time Mr  
Pierce  was  paying  money  to at  least onc 
Zarranza  representative,  and, if he  is  to bf 
believed, Capt.  Hopkins  was  having long 
znd private  conversations  with  John  Lind 
tt must be apparent  that  there  was enough 
going on  to  satlsfy  any  conspirator and 
wholly t o  warrant  various  plamtive appeals 
€rom  Capt  Hopkins t o  Mr. Pierce for more 
money Finally, it must  not be overlooked 
:hat  Charles R Flint  was  also on hand,  an 
Ither  gentleman  with a rare  talent for  fish. 
Ing in  troubled  foreign  waters 

So far  as  they go, the HeraId’s revela 
;ions  parallel  what  has  happened in many 
jimilar  cases. Pierce  and  those  behind 
lim  have  doubtless  felt  that,  as  heavy in- 
restors  in  the Mexican Railways,  they  were 
a t i t l ed  t o  do  something  to  preserve  what 
s left of the  property. Nor has  the Herald 
1s yet  established  the  payment of any  money 
o Carranza  himself, or produced  any  spe- 
,ific proof of its  contention  that  the  whole 
.evolution  is  merely  a  clash of oil  interests 
rhe  most  important  matter the Wilson 
idministration is the  picture of John  Lind 
n  conference  with  Capt.  Hopkins as late as 
Lpril 30, the  latter  quoting  Lind by wire 
o Carranza  the  next  day  as  being “opposed 
o comprom1se”“that  is,  being opposed to 
>arranza’s  Joining  in  the  mediation  pro- 
eeding  with a view to  putting  an  end t o  
dexico’s  troubles.  Should  this be substan- 
~ a t e d  it would expose Mr Lind  to  a  charge 
3f disloyalty  to  the  Wilson  Administration 
to say nothing of the  embarrassment in 
which it  puts  the  latter.  Capt  Hopkins alsc 
luoted Mr. Lind as asserting  that hlr. Wil 
son “hesitated  to  raise  the  embargo [or 
arms]  at  this  time  while  mediation  nego 

tiations  were  pending,”  but  that he, Lmd, 
could glve  assurances  that if arms  were 
taken  in  by  schooners  from  Cuba,  “no ob- 
stacle  would  be  placed  in  the way by  Wash- 
ington”  This  alone would seem  to  warrant 
Congressional  inquiry,  since  it  places  the 
Wilson  Administration  in  the  position of 
playing  fast  and loose in  the  matter of 1m- 
portation of arms  Serious, too, is the proof 
that  Capt  Hopkins,  an  American  citizen. 
was  daily  urging  Carranza  to  keep  away 
trom the  mediation  proceedings 

It is altogether  a  sordid  picture  thus 
sented of what  is  going on behind  the sceneB. 
At  best  it  illustrates  the  extraordinary 
culties  confronting  those  who would take 
sides  in  the  Mexican  controversy;  they  must 
always  ask  themselves  whether  they  are  not 
thereby  supporting  hidden  forces of a more 
or less  malign  character We have  revealed 
t o  us anew how beset  with  obstacles  is  the 
task of the  President,  how  long  and diffi- 
cult  the  way  will  be  untll  the peon of Mex- 
ico is  assured of Just  treatment. 

”” 

T H E  TRAGEDY. 

There  are  undoubtedly  serious  political 
implications  in  the  assassmation of Fran- 
cis Ferdinand,  which  occurred  on  Sunday 
In  the  capital of Bosnia,  but  it is the  per- 
sonal  aspect of the  tragedy  which  first 
makes  appeal. This new blow to  the  aged 
Emperor,  whose  life  was  thought  a  few 
weeks  ago  to be nearing  its  end;  evokes 
world-wide  expressions of sympathy  for a 
ruler  whose  long  reign  has  brought  him 
almost  unprecedented  personal  bereave- 
ments  The  murdered  Crown  Prmce  had 
for  some  time  past  been  active  in  the  work 
of government  He  was  in  this  way  visibly 
In preparation  for  his  accession  to  the 
throne;  and  also  had  the  motive of rellev- 
mg  Francis  Joseph of some of the  cares of 
state.  Ferdinand  was of strong  and  ener- 
:etic nature,  and  Austria  had looked tor- 
ward to   his  becoming  Emperor,  confident 
that  the  transition  would  be  made  without 
shock, and  that  the  administration of af- 
fairs  would  be  in  able  hands  That  outlook 
IS now changed.  The  new  heir  apparent  is 
5 young  and  untried  archduke,  Charles 
Francis,  who  is  said,  however,  to  be  demo- 
:ratLC in bearing  and  popular.  The old Em- 
7eror will  doubtless  make  an  effort  to  keep 
the  reins  in  his  hands as long  and as firmly 
as possible,  but  it  is  evident  that  Austria 
\1-111 have  to  face  trials of a  sort  to  test  her 
strength  and  her  international  policy 

For the  causes of the  assassins’ mad  de- 
termination  can  by no means be ignored. 
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They  were  not of the  ordinary  “crank”  class, 
these  boyish  murderers,  but  felt  themselves 
the  instruments of their  country’s  ven 
geance.  Whether  Servlans or Bosnlans, 
they  had  been  bred  to  thlnk of Austria as 
natlonal  enemy  and  oppressor,  Friction b e  
tween  the  Austrian  authorities  and  the 
Bosnlans  had been for  some  time  severe. 
Only a  little  while  ago  the  Government  was 
confronted  with a strlke of the  Serb stu- 
dents  at  Mostar  In  Herzegovina.  Their com- 
plaint  was  that a Government  professor  had 
made  violent  attacks  upon  the  Servians 
These  students  were  expelled;  but  there 
upon  their  fellows  throughout  the  two prov. 
inces  struck in sympathy,  and  all  the  efforts 
of the  Government  had  not, at last  ac- 
counts,  been  able  to  make  them  return  to 
thelr  schools  From  this  clash  alone,  it is 
possible, the  impulse  to  Sunday’s  tragedy 
may  have been derived  All  accounts  agree 
that  the  relations  have  been  bad  between 
the  Austrians  and  the  inhabitants of the 
two  provlnces of which  Austria  undertook 
the  protectorate  under  the  Treaty of Berlin, 
and  which  she  later coolly annexed,  despite 
warm  protests  from  Great  Britain  It is 
now  evldent  that  she  annexed  not  only  ter- 
ritory,  but  race  hatred  and a lurking  spirit 
of assassination. 

This 111 will  has  obvlously been intensified 
by events  connected  with  the  latest  Balkan 
war  Throughout, Austria's motlves  were 
violently suspected by the  Servians,  and  the 
mobillzation of her  army  on  the  Servian 
frontier  gave  great offence In  the dlplo- 
matic  negotiations  which  followed  the  war, 
i t   was believed that  Austrla  had  designs  on 
Servian as well as Albanian  territory,  and 
that  she was determined  to  push  on  to  the 
East  at  every  opportunity And the  display 
of her  mihtary  power  in  Bosnia  seems  not 
to  have  had  the effect of over-awing so 
much  as  enraglng. It was  to  attend  Austrian 
maneuvres on the  Servlan  frontier  that 
Francls  Ferdinand  was on his  way  The 
occasion  was  plainly  seized  for  elaborate 
plots  agalnst  his  llfe,  the first of which  fail. 
ed,  but  the  second  was  deadly.  There is no 
indication  that  the  shots  were  fired  at  the 
Archduke  as a ruler  personally  offensive, 
only,  he typlfied the  Government. 

Such  efforts  to  temper  tyranny by as. 
sassination-we  now  speak, of course,  from 
the  point of view of the  perpetrators of the 
crime-are almost  always  futile  This  lies 
in  the  nature of the  case  Governments  can- 
not  yield  to  terrorism. And there no good 
reason believing  that  Austria  will  be 
deflected from  the  general  line of policy  and 
gf Imperial  development  which  she  has  been 

, 

I 

I 
1 

I 

1 
1 

1 

I 

, 

T h e  N a t i o n  [Vol. 99 NO. 2557 
-~ 

pursuing.  The  Austro-Hungarian  Empirc 
has  been  for  fifty  years  the  subJect of more 
mistaken  prophecies  than  any  country il! 
Europe. It has  belonged  to the  class 
what  used  to  be  called  in  Italy  the attendz. 
bllz-the “watched-over.”  Outsiders werz 
watching  Austria  to  see  when  the  inevita 
ble process of her  breaking-up  was  to  be 
gin  Charles  Sumner  was  positive, more 
than  a  generation  ago,  that  the  thing could 
not be long  delayed  He  called  Austria 
merely “a geographical  expression ” But 
the  Emplre  still  stayed  on  the  map It even 
grew  larger  and  more  powerful  and  appar, 
ently  more  stable.  At  one  time it was  sup, 
posed that  Pan-Germanism  would  prove 
dissolvent  Early  in  Kaiser  William’s  reign 
there  was  much  talk of the  predominantly 
German  provinces of Austria  gravitating t a  
Berlin.  But  all  this  has  long  since  dropped 
below the  horizon.  We  hear  much  more at 
present of Pan-Slavism  than  we  do of Pan 
Germanism  And  the  real  concern of 
pean  Chancelleries, in the  presence of this 
Austrian  tragedy, is more  with  personal  and 
dynastlc  changes  which  may  follow  in  Vien- 
na,  than  with  any  possibility  that  Austrla 
w l l  be  shaken  out of her  orbit;  more,  above 
all, wlth  the  race  jealousies  and  conflicts 
beyond the  Austrian  frontier,  and with the 
renewed tenslon  between  Greece  and  Tur- 
key, than  with  any  thought  that  Bosnia  will 
nake  a  serious  attempt  to  rise  against 
Austrian  rule. 

“At  no  time  have  the  privileged  few  had 
Such an effectlve  scheme  for  living  on  the 
labor of the  many,”  said  Prof  Scott  Near- 
ing, of the  University of Pennsylvania,  in  his 
kestimony before  the  Industrial  Relatlons 
Commission  a  few  days  ago.  He  had beer 
glving  figures  relating  to  the  cotton  indus 
try  in  Massachusetts‘ 

The  total Income derived from  the cotton 
Industry  in  Massachusetts  last  year added 
$81,000,000 in value  to raw cotton  The sala- 
rles t o  oficials  totalled $2,500,000. The saia- 
n?s t o  wage-earners  amounted to $51,000,000 
There IS nearly $30,000,000 remaining. 

A small part  goes t o  machinery and re- 
pairs X large  part  to  rentals  and dlvidends. 

the $Sl.O00,000 the people who dld the 
isork got only about  five-elghths,  and the 
other three-elghths  went some  place  else 
What  the  nature of that  “some  place  else”  is, 
In hls  Judgment,  Professor  Nearlng  indicat. 
ed wlth  sufficient  plainness  in  the  remarks 
above  quoted,  and  in  other  expressions of 
similar  tenor,  “the  people  who  hold  mort. 
gages  and  stock  certificates  and  flaunt  them 
before the  eyes of civilizatlon’’ are   an  abom 
mation  in  his  sight. 

It is not,  however, the  condition of Profes- 
sor Nearing’s  mlnd  that  concerns us What 
glves  interest  to  hls  talk that  it   is  typical 
of a  great  deal  that  passes  current  nowa- 
days  among  persons of lntelligence  and  edu- 
cation Mr Nearing  himself,  being  a pro- 
fessor of economics,  is  doubtless  perfectly 
aware of the  actual  functlon of prlvate  capi- 
tal, of the  nature of the  part   that   i t   has 
played in  the  upbuildlng of industry,  and  is 
stlll  playlng  in Its maintenance It to  be 
presumed  that  he  chooses  deliberately  to 
sweep  all  thls  aside,  and  to  talk  as  though  it 
did  not  exist  Probably  he  honestly  believes 
that  the  time  has come to  kick  down  the  lad- 
der  by  which we have  climbed,  however use- 
ful  it  may  have  been  in  its  day If he  thinks 
that  private  capltal, or profits  upon  prlvate 
capltal,  ought  to be abollshed,  he  has a n  un- 
questionable  right to that  opinion. It is not 
with  his  conclusion  that we are  quarrelling, 
however  erroneous  we  may  regard  It;  it is 
with  hls  mlsleadlng  presentatlon of the  facts. 

That  there  should  be  no  such  thing as in- 
terest  on  capital is a tenable  proposition; 
but  that  the  interest  which  capltal  has  actu- 
ally  been  drawing  has  been  mere  robbery, 
mere  exploitation of the  workers, is sheer 
nonsense It IS concelvable that  the  world 
might  have  devised  better  methods of bulld- 
Ing  up  and  sustaining  industry,  but  as a 
matter of actual  fact,  certain  lndlvlduals 
have been induced  to  do  this by the  prospect 
of a special  reward.  The  reward  may  be  too 
great,  it  is even  pnssible that  by  some  kind 
of collective  action  there  mlght  have  been 
furnished  an  equally effective provision of 
the  machinery of industry  and of the  where 
withal  for Its prosecution  during  the  period 
Intervening  between  the  beginning of the 
process  and  its  consummatlon  To  compare 
these  posslbilities  is  a  legitimate employ- 
ment of human  reason.  But  to  talk  as 
though  the  persons  who  have, in point of 
fact,  supplied  to  the  world a n  absolutely 
lndispensable  element of its  productivity. 
were  mere  parasites  llvlng  on  other people’s 
labor, not to use  reason  but  to  throw  it  to 
the  winds  The  emolument  that goes to 
those  who  accumulate  capital  and  appIy  it 
to  the  uses of industry determined by the 
same  kind of competltlve  struggle-the  same 
kind of adJustment of supply to demand- 
that  determines  the  reward of organizing abil- 
ity, of professional  sklll, of any of the  acts 
of men  that  are  required  for  the  satisfaction 
of the  world’s  needs If the  service of capi- 
tal  can be obtained  cn  better  terms,  and  with- 
out  evil  consequences  which  outweigh  the 
gam, well and  good;  but  the  world  has  not 
as  yet  seen  Its  way  to  such  a  condition of 
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things.  And  until  then  it is not a matte] 
of opmion,  but a bare  matter of fact,  tha 
private  capital,  whether  from  an  Ideal  stand 
polnt  rewarded  too  much or too  llttle 01 

lust  enough, 1s not a worthless  parasite, b u  
a n  lndlspensable  servant of the  general good 

In comparlson  with  this  fundamental  vlce 
other  features of thls  kind of talk  are 
mlnor consequence. Yet it of a plece  wltl 
the  looseness of the  central  idea  that thc 
people  who  Indulge  in  these  tirades alwayr 
talk of the  owners of capital as a 
ileged few,” and  convey  the  impression  thai 
the  opportunity  to  own  capital  is a hmitec 
affalr,  open  only  to  members of some  ex 
clusive  caste.  That  there ars billions of dol 
lars  in  savlngs  banks,  owned by mlllions 01 
small  holders,  and  invested  in  the  country’s 
enterprlses,  that  there  are  other  blllions 
held  dlrectly by small  stockholders,  that  in, 
surance  companles  and  building  and  loan 
assoclations  account another  great  mass 
of small  holdings; that there  are  hundreds 
of thousands of small  business  enterprises- 
all  this  goes naught,  though I t  matter 
of common  knowledge. 

SOCIALISTS REBELS.  

The  extremely  readable  letters  from Mex. 
ico in Collier's are  not  written  by  “yours 

the  revolutlon,  Jack  London,”  but by 
plain  “Jack London.” The  flaming  chal. 
Ienge of the  first  signature  would  not  only 

inappropriate in a magazine of general 
circulation,  but  would  be  quite  out of tune 
wlth  the  context  which  savors  strongly of 
the  indivlduahstic,  capitalistic,  fiercely com- 
petitlve  splrlt of the  world  that  knew  not 
t h e  gospel of Karl  Marx.  Take  Jack  Lon- 
don’s  latest  instalment.  The  very  title  is a 
sneer at the  mollycoddle  and  the  sentimen- 
tallst’ “Our Adventurers  in  Tampico.”  The 
alluslon  is  unmistakably  to  President w11- 
son’s  remarks  about  the  nondescript  type of 
cltizen  who  has  tied us up  wlth  Mexican af- 
fairs  The  text  elaborates  on  the tltle. 

I began  to  gather  statistics of the  perni- 
clous  activities of our Amencan  adventurers 
One  company  alone  had two roofed concrete 
tanks holding 1,250,000 barrels,  along  wlth 1 2 0  
steel  tanks holdlng 55,000 barrels  each Since 
a steel  tank  costs 30,000 nesos, the  cost of 120 
steel  tanks would total 3,600,000 pesos  At 
the  rate of exchange  prior  to Mexlco’s present 
troubles  this  investment  in  mere  steel-tank 
equipment  means 1,800,000 Amencan gold 
dollars  When it IS consldered that  thw 1s 
but  part of the  one  item of the  oil-storage 
equlpment of one company,  and  that  there 

many  other  equally  expenslve  Items of 
equlpment.  the  grand  total of the  equipment 
Of the  many  companies is vaguelv  adumbrated 
Thus mlght  wrlte  an  agent of the  wicked 
National  Manufacturers’  Associatlon an 
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emlssary of Wall  Street;  but  that  an 
nent  apostle of red  revolution  should  audl 
bly be llcklng  his  chops  over  milllons o 
gold dollars, of wealth  wrested  from  It 
rightful  owner,  the  Mexican  peon, by thm 
predatory  mlnisters of international  cap] 
tal, somewhat  disconcerting.  And  agaln 

The  Dutch,  up  above PBnuco, have got a] 
ornery  eight-inch hole, nothing  to look at 
but  it  can  throw 185,000 barrels a day when 1 

ain‘t plnched  down. Figure it up  Say 01 
a t  50 cents a barrel;  that  makes $90,000 golc 
a day, in ten  days $900,000, In a hundred day 
$9,000,000, In a year,  allowing 65 days fo 
delavs  and  accidents. $27,000.000--and that’; 
gold, United  States gold coln, with  the eapll 
and  the  Indlan. 
Thus Col Sellers  might  have  gloated, bu 
Jack  London’  Can  it  be  that  the  unregener 
ate  Adam of Klondlke  adventure  and of  thc 
splendld  virtues of the  prize-rlng  is  allve 1r 
the  best  known of our literary  revolution 
Ists,  ready  to bob up  whenever  the  matte] 
directly  in  hand is not a treatise on the wal 
of the classes? 

Try as one  may,  it  is  imposslble  to  imag 
me  the  Jack  London of the primitive pas 
slons  and  virtues  fitting  into  any neai 
scheme of economic  determlnism  whlch shal 
iron  out  the  aspect of society  Into  that  unl 
formity  against  which  the  individual  tem 
per  rebels.  It  is  hard  to  fancy  Jack L o n  
don  under a rigorous  State  Socialism ol 
the  type  that  Herbert  Spencer  feared 
then It must be recalled  that  the  author oi 
“Before  Adam”  signs  himself  “yours  for tht 
revolution,”  and  not for  the  coopera. 
tive  commonwealth.”  Revolution  calls 
all  the  virtues of stress  and  combat. A 
social  upset  holds  out  a  promise beside 
whlch  the  perils of the  icy  trail  and  the call 
of the  prize-ring  pale  into  insignificance It 

this double  aspect of the  Soclalist move. 
rnent that  accounts  for  the  presence In its 
ranks of the  restless  spirits  side by slde  with 
the  doctrinaires of economlc  determlnlsm 
There is time  enough  for  worrymg  over  the 
2onstructive  problems of the  Industrial Com- 
monwealth. For the  moment,  there 1s a 
Teat  deal  to be done  in  the  way of clearing 
the ground.  Whatever  may be the  differ. 
mces of bellef whfch the  rebuilders of soci- 
?ty  may  have  to  contend  with  ultimately,  at 
present  there is a common  basis  in  Social- 
Ism for  social  rebels of every  shade,  the 
Karxist,  the  Syndicalist,  the  Anarchist,  the 
lltra-feminist,  and  even  the  Futurlst 

Yet a social  and  political  movement  can- 
lot remain fast bound to origlnal  prlnciples 
tnd  unaffected by the  character of Its vo- 
arles.  A  creed is converted  by Its converts. 
ro-day the  Soclalist  movement  in  this  coun- 
r y  plainly  showing  the  influence of the 
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rebel  element.  whlch IS rather  against  thlngs 
as they  are  than any  clear-cut  scheme of 
soclal  reconstructlon  The I move- 
ment,  wlth  Its  blendlng of Socialism and 
Anarchism,  represents  most  clearly  thls  fac- 
tor of emphasis  on  revolution  rather  than 
on  reconstruction  The  lndlviduallsts of 
ar t ,  of literature, of sex-llberty  are  doing 
thelr  share  in  givlng  an  impress  to  the  popu- 
lar  conception of Sociallsm  Not  that  there 

reason  to  suppose  Soclahst  tramp  poets 
and  Soclalist  practitloners of Cubism wlll 
prove  any  more  lncongruous  an  element  In 
the  firmly  organized  Sociahst Common- 
wealth  than  Plato  feared  they  would be in  
hls  Ideal  republic  Even  now  the o l d - h e  
Soclallsts find themselves  badly  embarrassed 
by thew  ultra-lndivlduallst  allles,  and  it 
may  be  that  thls  country  wlll  repeat  the ex- 
perlence of Europe,  where  the  ultra-revolu- 
tlonary  type of Syndicallsm  seems  to be on 
the  wane  The  struggle  between  the  two 
elements in the  Soclallst  movement  is  al- 
ready  acute. 

- 

THE  THEATRE AMUSEMENT. 

In  one of those  farewell  addresses  to  their 
countrymen  whlch  play-brokers  and play- 
producers are  accustomed to dellver  to  the 
ship  news  reporters  from  the  deck of the 
[mperator the  Lusltania, it was  announc 
?d  some  days  ago  that  the  outlook  for  the 
theatre of ideas  for  next  year  was  poorer 
than  ever.  The  reason  was pictures. 
The canvas-sheet  drama  has  done  more  than 
:ompete with  the  theatre of three  dimen- 
uons  I t   has  imposed  its  standards  upon 
.he  regular  theatre  The  “movies”  have 
?ducated  the  public  to swlft actlon,  wlth a 
ninlmum of text  and  no  ideas  to  speak of 
[f the  legltimate  stage to  survlve,  it  must 
mltate  the  movies,  since  the  only  form of 
:ompetition  that  presents Itself to  the com- 
nerclal  manager’s  mlnd  is  Imitatlon.  Whirl- 
Rind the  adjectlve of the  future-whlrl- 
slnd  farce,  whirlwlnd  melodrama,  whirl- 
smd  sentiment,  and,  better  stlll ,  a whirl- 
slnd  mixture of all three.  The  managers 
Ire at one  with  Faust in assertlng  that  in 
.he  beglnning  was  not  the  word or the 
hought,  but  the  deed, as we  spell  it  now, 
he  “punch.” 

The  meagre  showlng of the  past  season  in 
he  way of serious  drama  stlrs Mr. P. 
Eaton to solemn  reflection  In  the 
lagazzne What has become, Eaton 
sks ,  of the  buoyant  hope of a n  American 
r a m a  of ideas  which  the  early  ’nineties 
herished  under  the  stimulus of a first con- 
act  with  Ibsen7  Foreign  students  and  prac- 



titioners of the theatre flattered us with a 
glorious future when the tremendous reali- 
ties of life that were working themselves 
out on an unparalleled scale in our busy de- 
mocracy should find reflection on the stage. 
The realities are here in a thousand forms; 
the serious problems of social and industrial 
democracy have been forced on our atten- 
tion, but they have scarcely been mirrored 
on the stage, if we exclude the meretricious 
crime-and-vice drama of questionable real- 
ism and utterly worthless motive. Mr. 
Eaton is compelled to find what consolation 
he can in the familiar answer that one of 
the most real of realities is the human long 
ing for romance, for adventure, for the story 
above the idea or the lesson. 

The easiest and the safest way to explain 
the rule of fashions in the drama is not to 
explain them at all, but to accept them for 
w-hat they are-the product largely of whim 
and accident. The explanation from the 
movies will not hold. Many of the successes 
of the last season were not whirlwind in 
any sense. . Plays like “Potash and Perl- 
mutter”-which London has accepted as 
gladly as New York did-and “Peg o’ My 
Heart” and “Grumpy” and “Kitty MacKay” 
have little of the cinematograph appeal 
about them, though their appeal is elemen- 
tal enough. The demand is rather for pure 
gayety and simple sentiment. 

If Mr. Eaton wonders why we should in- 
sist upon being gay in the theatre when in 
so many other departments of life we are 
tremendously serious, it may be because he 
assumes too evident a connection between 
life and the theatre. That is, the connec- 
tion is there, but it may show itself in a 
form totally opposite to what one would 
expect. After all, why should the merrie 
England of Shakespeare, the England of 
sturdy yeomen and Drake and the Armada, 
have taken pleasure in the gory tragedies of 
the Elizabethan stage? Possibly because the 
English theatre-goer of Shakespeare’s time 
was a robust, care-free, happy individual, 
he found the grisly horrors of the stage a 
stimulating change. This explanatien gives 
us just as much connection between the 
drama and life as if we had to explain an 
Elizabethan drama exclusively made up of 
hilarious farce. Naturally, we should have 
argued then that a robust and joyous pop. 
ulace insisted on robust laughter and slap. 
sticks of the stage. 

If then the season of 1913-14 on the stage 
has been one of knockabout farce and lighl 
sentiment, while the season of 1913-14 in 
American life has been one of business de 
pression, I. W. W. demonstrations, child, 
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labor agitation, minimum wage agitation, 
and tenement-house improvement agitation, 
the connection may still be present. It may 
be that people have gone to the theatre to 
forget the problems of the day. It may be 
that we are gay at the present moment as 
people were gay on the eve of the French 
Revolution. But in any ease it is well to 
admit that the problems of life are not al- 
ways literally translated into the drama. 
Next year may very well bring good times, 
a cessation of labor trouble, a general feel- 
ing of contentment and well-being, and a 
play chockful of ideas and social criticism. 

VARIETIES OF BOOE-REVIEWING. 

In the Yale Review Bliss Perry writes of 
“Literary Criticism in America,” with a sur 
vey which leaves in relief the conclusion, 
put in 1905 by Henry James, that America 
“presents production uncontrolled, untouch. 
ed by criticism, unguided, unlighted, unin 
strutted, on a scale that is really a new 
thing in the world.” To this Professor Perry 
relates the fact that our literary advertise 
merits, from that puffing Hall Caine’s “mas 
terpiece” as “a book which will take its 
place with the great classics in literature’ 
to that of “the greatest magazine the ,world 
has ever seen,” are not merely uncritical 
but uncandid to the point of dishonesty 
This relation is to him largely one of effeci 
and cause. But the two conditions seen 
rather twin than child and parent. The rea 
son why criticism is shallow is also tht 
reason why literary advertising is disin 
genuous and exaggerated. It lies in the ap 
plication of two rough forces-journalisn 
and advertising-to a field which ideally 
should be reserved to select and informed 
minds. New books in a vast torrent require 
wide comment, and a publicity based on it 
Those who emphasize the resultant evils fai’ 
to realize how apart criticism should bt 
from the lower reaches of journalism ant 
commerce. They ask why the newspaper! 
cannot do for books what they do for news 

forts, groups of critics cry up what appeals 
to their bias. Arnold remarked of Burns 
that, while Scotch drinking, religioh, and 
manners often made a harsh, sordid, and 
repulsive world, it was so familiar that the 
Scotch “had a tenderness for it”; so in a 
criticism sufficiently broadcast the publisher 
can always discover reviewers whose per- 
sonal chord is touched. But it is only in the 
select jury that we are sure of the intellec- 
ual detachment which is the basis of sound 
erdicts. Furthermore, if we divide books 
oughly as instructive, amusing, charming, 

or elevating, it is the second and third 
classes-by far the largest-that are worst 
?<ritten about. Standards of what amuses 
must always vary widely among the popu. 
Iar tribe of critics. Books like Doyle’s de- 
tective stories will always be spoken of by 
some in the same terms that others use 
ol Dickens and Dumas. All things conr: 
ered, it is clear that sound appraisal of 
books will for some time remain within a 
small circle of reviewing periodicals. 
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The difficulty lies in getting the publisher 
to recognize this fact and to encourage sin- 
cere criticism. He is not to be blamed for 
the scamped work with which many Pe- 
riodicals are content: but ought he to seek 
to push his business by means of it? sooner 
or later, it will be admitted that the multi- 
plication of contradictory and empty notices 
only puzzles and disgusts the public. Es. 
pecial measures should be taken against the 
open puff-often a very boomerang. The 
present beating of tom-toms over any given 
book as if it were the greatest ever pub- 
lished only induces the reader to stand on 
his own judgment. Advertising currency 
should be given to sound criticism, whether 
wholly favorable or not. The verdicts need 
not be unanimous; and one of the greatest 
benefits publishers could reap from critical 
keenness and frankness would be the fresh- 
ening effect of controversy. Many books 
might benefit from the differences of oPin- 
on they aroused. 

The importance of the whole matter does 
There are various reasons why the ordi -‘not lie on the surface. Just as the goal 

nary daily paper will never produce elevated 1 of the honest reviewer is to for?% the reader 
nd trustworthy literary criticism. Too 1 and the future writer, not merely to guide 

often it is allotted to the apprentice hand. 1 h t em in one instance, so the publisher should 
Mr. Howells has expatiated with melancholy 1 ,perceive that the effect of a single good re- 
humor on the enthusiastic praises with 1 view may extend to the purchase of scores 
which the young reviewer makes author and of volumes to come. 
publisher alike tingle, and on the cruelties 1 h t 

We may well doubt 
t a misleading advertising is the cause of 

of which he is sometimes capable. Another 1 a wide critical demoralization “in creating 
disability of journalistic book-reviewing is ’ an atmosphere highly unfavorable to accu- 
its clannishness. Just as groups of men / racy of judgment and honesty of record.” 
held together by a common bond of sym- But no one can doubt that advertising may 
pathy tend to exalt their own literary ef- kelp perpetuate bad criticism. 




