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egrading t ourth of July 
RESIDENT COOLIDGE did well to  put an end to  the 
army’s  efforts  to  establish a  national  mobilization on 

Armistice Day. It was a bit too raw  to make November 11 
the day for  annually mustering those forces  which are  to 
be called on to fight our next  war. That smacked too much 
of hypocrisy-the calling of the roll of our  fighters on the 
very  anniversary of the end of the war which was solemnly 
proclaimed to  the American people as  the  war  to end war. 
Perhaps  the  President  thought  that  that would make the 
war  humbuggery  altogether  too  transparent;  that a day, 
once the most  delirious  thanksgiving f o r  peace ever known 
in America,  should be given  over to  the beat of drums  and 
the  tramp of armed men. 

But why  pick upon the  Fourth of July?  The glorious 
Fourth ;was by no stretch of the imagination  ever  intended 
to be a day  given  over to  the  preparation  for  war,  to  the 
rattling of the saber. It was  historically the day that 
America  cut itself loose from  what was considered a 
tyranny  and a despotism  exercised or typified by men in 
red, bearing  arms. However well the individual British 
regiments behaved in Colonial days, they came more and 
more t o  signify a hateful  authority applied from  an office 
3,000 miles away. The  hatred of a regular  army  was  in 
consequence as firmly  rooted in  the souls of the colonists as 
any  other emotion born of the  struggle with the mother 
country. That was one reason why  the  regular  army was a 
mere corporal’s guard  for decades after  the Revolution- 
there  were  but 9,000 men  in it when  Robert E. Lee  entered 
the  army in 1829. It is true  that  there  were  militia  parades 
on the  Fourth of July  in  the  early  days of the republic  and 
that  many a patriotic soul in  an outgrown  Revolutionary 
uniform boasted of his hundred-told feats of arms before 
the bored  neighbors of Squantum  Four-Corners on Inde- 
pendence Day. But  not even that  nor  the shooting of fire- 
crackers  and  guns  and pistols  really  changed the character 
of the day o r  gave i t  a military significance. . We do not 
believe that  President Coolidge and  the  War  Department 
combined can  change the  character of that day now. It is 
the  great national play-day, when  men  wish to be on the 
sands of the  shores or  in  the  mountains or  on track  or field, 
and we do not  think  that  this  effort  to make the whole 
nation-for that  is  the  real idea-stand a t  attention  and 
salute  and goose step  and  fire  blank  cartridges will go down 
with  the people. Perhaps  that is why  President Coolidge 
suggested it. Disgusted as  he is reported  to be with  the 
efforts of militarists  to  put every man  and woman into 
the  army,  he  may have thought  that  this  day of all  days 
would be  the  best  to make  mobilization  unpopular. 

But we  ask once more, why a mobilization  day at  all? 
It is  utterly  out of place in America.  They don’t dream of 
having it in  France or in  England or  in Belgium. Were the 
present German Government, Hindenburg personally, to 
propose  a  national  mobilization  day f o r  Germany the Allies 
would probably  forbid it. If  not  they would denounce it, 
particularly the  French press, as clear proof of the essential 
militarism of the German people, of their  desire  for revenge, 
their  effort to keep alive the  military  spirit,  to circumvent 
the  Treaty of Versailles. The  military men in Washington 
know that mobilization  day has no purely  military value 
whatever.  They don’t want  it  for  military reasons  but 

merely f o r  rousing the  military  spirit, fo r  setting on foot 
more  nationalist propaganda. That was openly admitted 
last  year  after  the first mobilization  day  when a press dis- 
patch announced that  the  War  Department was  dissatisfied 
with  the  results of its efforts because only some 8,000 towns 
aud villages had responded to  the appeal. Therefore it had 
decided to  put a reserve officer into  every  village and  hamlet 
to serve as a center for  “patriotic,” that is,  nationalistic  and 
militaristic,  propaganda. It has already  enlisted no  fewer 
than 90,000 reserve officers where  we did not have a single 
one when we  entered the  war which was  to  banish  militarism 
from  the earth. It can, of course, order  these 90,000 t o  
swelter in  their uniforms on the  Fourth of July,  and 90,000 
more  if it wishes to  enrol  them,  but  we cannot believe that 
the American people wants  anything of the kind. 

It is bad  enough that Decoration  Day is becoming not 
a day  to  honor the  military dead b u t  one to  exalt  the  caste 
of arms  and  to  identify  patriotism  with  militarism,  with 
the  bearing of guns. This  year  pulpits  rang  with  the glori- 
fication of war  and  the  warrior  and  there were larger 
parades of armed men in  New York  and  other  cities than 
ever  before60,OOO  marched  in our largest city. There 
were  many  days when the Army of the Potomac  did  not 
muster 60,000. There is a drift  here which is sweeping this 
country  along the very  lines which the  founders of the gov- 
ernment dreaded.  They  wanted no men on horseback and 
no nation in arms, and  they  left  this  country undefended 
for generations  without a single injury  worthy  the mention. 

should .be done  with  the  Fourth of July is  not  to 
make it a day for  turning  out all the troops available, and 
as many  unthinking civilians as can  be  formed  into line, 
but a day fo r  the reaffirmation of that  distrust and  dislike 
of Permanent  armed  forces  and of their glorification  which 
actuated George Washington  and of his associates, none 
more 90 than Thomas  Jefferson,  the ‘radical, the  disarmer 
of the fleet, whom it is now the  fashion  to CeIebrate. 

Summer Reading 
HE notion that  light books are proper for summer  read- 
ing Seems to derive from two other  mistaken  notians: 

that summer  is a light season  and that  light books are easy 
to read.  Whether or  not the delusion still  persists it is im- 
possible to  say.  Doubtless it does;  doubtless there  are pub- 
lishers even yet who advertise poor novels as good enough . 
for  hammocks in  the woods, back seats of automobiles, and 
bottoms of canoes ; certainly  institution of the book-box, 
packed by a casual  clerk  in the  city  and  sent along with 
Paper  napkins to  the country  house or delivered with 
steamer rugs to  the stateroom,  has  nat gone out. It is a 
delusion, nevertheless. . 

So is the  theory  that surnmer is light. If  the seasons 
were ponderable a t  all it might be  demonstrated that sum- 
mer  is  the heaviest of the four-not the  least  delightful by 
any means, but  at  any  rate  the most  serious. A long, white 
day in  the middle of July,  when no leaf dances and  the sun 
is almost  too large  for  the sky, is  a  very  considerable fact; 
2nd the  still  longer evenings at that  time of Year, when 
darkness Comes so deliberately  and the  air thickens  with 




