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- - Yozlngslown 

Y OUNGSTOWN is bounded on  the 
north by mill owners, on the south 
by the steel mdls,  on the east by a 

dingy section where workers live, and on  the 
west by more workers’ houses. Police and 
deputies in armed motor cars ride  through 
the city looking for action. Near  the en- 
trances to the  mdls  the  striking pickets walk or sit day and night. Not  far off 
stand deputized police armed wlth guns, clubs, and cartridge b e l t s n n e  
of these deputized policemen is the son of a mdl worker who is on the pl&et 
line. Open meetings are held every night; women and children as well as 
the strrkers attend these meetings. Speeches are delivered through loud speak- 
ers from  the C. I. 0. trucks by union leaders and other strike sympathizers. 
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Union people from other industries and other 
localities mingle with the Youngstown strik- 
ers and their families. Rubber workers from 
Akron, steel workers from Pennsylvania, 
come to help  the Republic strikers to win 
their fight, give them advice, and tell them 
what happened in thelr own union and thelr 
own plants. 



July 3, 1937 

On East Federal Street, in a poor colored sec- 
tion of Youngstown, is the headquarters of the 
truck drivers’ union, which has  been  actively 
supporting  the strike. This union supplies thou- 
sands of loaves  of bread a day to the striking 
families; the truck drivers also have their own 
sound truck in which they ride  around the city 
giving the latest news and announcing the time 
and place of union meetings. Radio broadcasting 
privileges are denied to the stnkers. 

Saturday was women’s day on the picket 
lines.  Some of them had children in their arms. 
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At about nine o’clock in the 
evening, in  front of Gate 5 of 
the Republic plant,  the police 
got into an  atgument with the 
women and  ordered  them  to 
leave. The women refused, 
and three shots of tear gas 
were fired into  the crowd. 
Across the street strlkers were 
holding  a meeting. Screams 
were drowned  out by shell 
fire. Strikers ran  in every direc- 
tion; many of them  hurled 
rocks at the police, others ran 
to find weapons. More blasts 
from  the police r i f lesand  
then cars full of special police 
drove by, firing low at  the 
mass of people. Tear bombs 
were thrown  into nearby 
houses, and women and chil- 
dren came running  out  with 
tears in thelr eyes, choking 
and looking for a place to 
hide. The shooting continued 
until  after  midnight. Accord- 
ing  to  the next morning’s 
paper, two were killed and 
twenty-eight hurt. This was my 
introduction to Youngstown, 
the first stop on my trlp West. 

WILLIAM GROPPER 




