
Cathollc as, pot  Dorothy  Day,  but 
Anne  Freemantle, or  even  Bishop 
Sheen, or if one of the  Cadburys 
were  running  on  the  Republican 
ticket, I rhink it night  be  worth 
talrinng a  chance  and  voting  for, not 
against, “religion in  politics.” As i t  
is, I don’t see that  their  ambiguous 
rehgious professions are  greatly t o  
the  credit of eithkr  candidate. 

If ever  there was an electlon that 
called for a vital  llberal  third paity, 
‘ I  

this is it. AS i t  is, thele are  only 
t ~ n y  sectarlan  groups.  There is a 
m’ovemen; for a national write-in 
campaign  for  Linus  Pauiing  or Mar- 
tin  Luther King, J?., or  both.  This 
has much to  commend it, but  my 
suggestion is, if you must  vote, go 
to  the polls and write in  your  own 
name.  -You’re the one that is going 
to  get i t  in the neck,  win or lose. 

4 fipal word: don’t assume that  
because Mr.  Bodes 2nd Mr.  Steven- 

son i re  “our  kind of people,” in- 
tellectuals  who  read  the  l~beral week- 
hes, they  are  any different  from  any- 
body else. Mr. Stevenson  is NOT 
going t o  Moscow, put his’  feet up 
on the  table, show the hole in his 
shoe, quote  the  “Duino Elegies” t o  
Mr.  Khrushchev,  and  make  peace 
break  out.  Llteracy 1s a dubious 
virtue in politics. M. Malrauk  and 
M. Soustelle  are  very  highly  literate 
men. 

IRAN’§ FALSE FRQNT . . by  Stanley 

Teheran 
LATE LAST month  the  Shah of 
Iran;  reacting to widespread  com- 

:plaints, invalidated  as “rigged” a 
recent  parliamentlrry  election in tha t  
country and has called for a new 
ballot. The development  would ap- 
pear t o  offer a  bona  fide of the  “New 
Iran’s’’ ,new democracy-except t h a t  
the  Iranian  parliament,  or  Majlis, 
like  most of the country’s  pqlitical 
and eC611,omic structure, is so much 
window  dressing. It exists t o  main- 
tain  the illusion of censtitutional 
democracy; the real  power  in the 
country resides in the  Army - or, 
rather,  in  those  detachments concen- 
trated around  Teheran,  with  guns 
trained on the  city itself. The  Army 
is loyal to  the. Shah, but  the  Shah  in 
turn is dependent on the  Army - a 
fact which  explains why  the  Mon- 
arch,  while  deeply  anxious to  improve 
the economic and social lot of his 
people, is often  ineffectual. 

Despite  its new look and  new 
equipment,  the  Army is largely  a 
blisiness  proposition. The  standing 
joke around  this  city is that  there 
are  twelve  off~cers  ‘for  every  ten 
enlisted  men. The officers; who  are 
everywhere  in  an  amazing  variety 
of resplendent uniforms,  seem  rnain- 
ly occupied  in saluting  each  other, 
collecting  their  salaries and .  - of 
course - exchanging, conTracts. En- 
listed  men, on the  ,other  hand  (who 
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until  recently  were  actually  con- 
scripted off the  streets) dress  and 
often look like  servants.  Only the 
seIect odtfits, - meaning the  Pdace 
divisions - are fighting  men. 

Last spring’s bdrcler “inciclents” 
between Iran  and  Iraq, precisely be- 
cause of the Palace-guard. nature of 
both  armies,  were  rhetorical  tem- 
pests only. Neither’ ‘Kassem  nor the 
Shah could  afford to risk  his  real 
fighting  ullits in actual  combat. For 
this  reason  Teheran,  unlike the vari- 
ous world  news  agencies, remained 
totally  unconcerned  with  the  Iraqi 
“crisis.” As  several  Persians  have  re- 
minded  this  writer,.  ,their  Western- 

, trained  and efficient Army  units 
have  never  left the  city since the 
Shah  regained power. They  are  not 
likely to  do so. 

ECONOMICALLY, too,  much of 
Iran’s  progress  is  little  more  than 
window  dressing. I n  a recent  inter- 
view with  the Shah,  for example, 
columnist  Drew PTarson was im- 
pressed with  the fact tha t  Persian 
per  capita income has increased 
from $40 to $140 per  year.  This 
figure is deceptive  for  two  reasons: 
first,’ a severe  general  inflation; sec- 
ond, the enormous  contrast  between 
governmental  efforts  on behalf of 
rural  and of urban  ‘populations. 
, The progressiye  land-reform  pro- 
gram’ in Iran  has  received,  ana de- 
sertred,  much, attention.  Land reform, 
however, is- by,   no means the whole 
economic story.  Reform itself, after 
all, $vaS hard1,y the  innovation of 
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the  Shahanshah; his attempts  to 
secure  a  loyal  and  independent 
peasantry  must be  viewed as a con- 
tinuation  rather  +an  the  creation si 
a program.  Equally  important is the 
fact that  in urban  areas - especial- 
ly in Teheran itself -,no  com’parable 
program  exists;  Weste;nization, with 
its  accompanying  inflation  (Bank 
Me111 figures  repprt a 22 per  cent, 
cost-of-living  increase on basic items 
during 1959 alone),  has served t o  
accentuate  rather  than  eliminate ex- 
tremes of wealth  and  poverty. 

I n  appearance,  again,  Teheran 
seems almost  a boom town.  Con- 
struction is proceeding at  an enor- 
mous  rate,  and  there is hardly  a 
block, especially in the  northern or 

European” sections, that  is without 
its  new  apartment building.’  These 
new buildings,  however, are  inhabit- 
ed almost exclusively by  Europeans, 
especially  Americans; the  rents  are 
extremely  high  by’any  standard,  and 
astronomical  for  an  economy  in 
whrch an experienced  engineer earns 
$200 a  month,  or  just  about  the  cost 
of a  decent  apartment. 

Investment in real  estate,  often 
supported  by American  aid-dollars, 
is going into  luxury  housing  for for- 
eign advisers.  Persians themsehes, 
on the  other  hand, find  housing  more 
difficult and more  expensive - and 
the’ irony is the  fact  that  both  the 
difficulty  and  the expense have in- 
creased,  because of American  aid. 1 

The Persian  Government, in an all- , 

too-typical “showcase”  program, ‘has 
developed  a  method of loans  and 
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tax-incentives wI& actLdy’encour- 
ages landlords to  build  expenslv’e 
structures  without  renting  them. As 
a ,result,  construction  in  Teheran 

furiously while the‘ city is 
ith  empty build& s. 

process rather  than- on 
sf expenditure.  Ameri 

American  dollars  %re 
structures  only Am 
ford  to rent‘. One P 
supervisor,  explaine 
hate  the sound of foreign 
American  dollars start 
here, I> had one j 
apartment.  Now I have’ 

to  an American. 
proved,’ anyway? ” 

AMONG Persians  themselves,  multi- 
ple jobs  are a unique  ‘feature of 
economic hfe. Men  and women, es- 
pecially  those  with  education  who 
wish to  maintain  European  stand- 
ards,  work  sixty  hours  per  week. 
Without’ “family,” advancement is 
limited  to  “a  certair!  point” - and 
that  point is  likely to  be the ability 
to  buy  European  plumbing. 

There ’ : is outspoken  bitterness 
among  young  ,professional men, no 
leds than  among  young  women  with 
“good” jobs  -paying so little  that 
three  jobs  must  be  held a t  once. 
And  the  bitterness,  although  with- 
out political  outlet, has caused one 
interesting  development: a middle 
class loyal  only t o  the idea of getting 

1 )  out of the  country  Emigration,  in- 
deed, rather  than politics or econom- 
ics or  literature, is often  ,the chlef 
topic of conversation. The  middle 
class is largely  disenfranchised from 
responsible  political life; cultural 
concerns  are  irrelevant  when  indi- 
viduals  must work sixty  hours  per 
week for  combination salaries;’ and 
economics is a subject  fur  cynical 

There is, of course, far  more talk 
than ac,tion as far  as emigration is 
concerned. Most young  people sim- 

’ wit  rather  than serious attention. 

ply ’do n’ot have the bprolessional  or 
Iiligulstlc, ski!l necessary, for reloca- 
tlon Amoni those whd  do have  such 
sldls, however,  emigration IS a very 
real driving force. And this is  a?- 
other paradox of the “New Iran.” 
As the  Persian  Government  con- 
tmues  to  educate  and  Westernize  the 
middle  class,,  without  providing 
commensurate social or pohtical  op- 
portunltles, that  group  which  should 
be the  most  dynamlc  element of the 
natlon  either sinks into apathy or 
leaves the  country  altogether. 

This  apathy  has  had  one  interest- 
ing  development:  the  growth of a 
Persian  “beatnik”  group composed 
of young  people  almost  completely 
alienated ’ from the political  and 
economic  life of the  nation.  These 
“bea&iks,”, however,  are  in no  way 
literary.  For one thlng, no literature 
of plotest is IikeIy t o  exist in a  na- 
tion  where  every  press is either 
owned or  operated  by  government 
officialdom. Artistic  young  people 
read  the classics and play with 
Persian mozaics; contemporary  work 
,is limited  almost  exclusively to love 
poetry or popular songs. 

The Persian  %eatnlks”  them- 
selves, at  any  rate,  haunt  the  few 
night  clubs of. Teheran,  listen t o  
imitative jazz, drive’  cars  furiously 

’ and aimlessly to  suburban  clubs 
(when  they  can  get “rich  Amen- 
cans” to subsidize the , evening), 
dance  the  cha-cha  and  exchange bed 
partners out of frank  boredom. The 
girls  wear  high-plled “Roman”  hair- 
dos  and  heavy  make-up;  their  eyes 
are  carefully  painted  into  the “black 
almond” look; . their dresses, worn 
far above the knees, give them  the 

Shah of: Iran 

appearance of overdressed Elappers. 
?’he men either  cultivate a pseudo- 
Itallanate  dandysm, 01 re-enact  ithe ’ 

James Dean role; complete  with 
leather  (usually ~ m ~ t a t i o n j  jackets. 

THIS APATH‘;PT, however, may  not 
be  quite so permanent  as  either 
Palace officials or American  advisers 1 

seem to believe.  Several  men  in the 
American  Embassy  here,  for  ex-” 
ample,  admlt , tha t   the  middle  class 
has  become  increasingly  disaffected 
under  the Shah’s regime. They  add, 
however, that  these  ,“dreamy  in- 
d ~ v ~ d u a l ~ s t s ’ ~  could never  take  mat- 
ters  into  their own hands. But   the 
fact’remains  that  these  same  “dreamy 
individuallsts”  fought  pitched  battles 
with  the Shah’s troops  when the 
Mossadegh  Government was over- 
thrown. 

In   re t rospeq i t  becomes  increas- 
ingly  obvious that  the  Mossidegh 
Government was by  no  means  simply 
a “Communist tool.” Mdny  young 
professional  men, now in their  early 
thirties,  who  by  no  stretch of the 
imagination could be called  Com- 
munist,  speak  wistfully of the politi- 
cal  excitement, the sense of real so- 
cial and economic  change, the feeling 
of work-to-be-done during  the Mos- 
sadegh  episode.  Thei’r tone ,is re- 
markabIy  like  that of the  young 
men - now no longer very  young - 
whb  took  part 111 the American New 
Deal. 

The  prevalent cynicism may also 
‘be  due  to  the  fact  that,  under  the 
faGade of Westernization, the old 
aristocratic  elements  are  back at   the 
same  stand.  The  Army,  government, 
education,  construction,  communi- 
cation,  industry:  family  connections 
and bakslLislL are  equally  important 
to all of them. A telephone,  for ex- 
ample, must  be Ccbought’y from  the 
rlght  quarters:  the going  price in 
Teheran is now 4,000 toman  or $475 
- about seven  months’  wages for 
a taxi-driver  or  a school teacher. Not 
even  higher  education  is exempt  from 
this  pattern,  despite  the  fact  that 
great efforts are being made  to  edu- 
cate  young  Persians  at foreign uni- 
verslties.  When  these  young  men  and 
women return t o  Iran,  the door ,is 
closed - and closed violently - un- 
less they  have  “family”  in  addition 
to  their degree. One  young’  man, 
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for  example, who earned  a Ph.D. 
with  honors in the  United  States, 
applied  for  a  teaching job at  Tehe- 
ran  University,  and  passed his ex- 
amin;ltion:  impressively. The result: 
he is now yorking in a  bank,  while 
the wife of the  bank  chairman  (who 
l?imself has  several  government  jobs) 
!is comfortably ensconced on the fac- 

Lower income  groups, no lkss than 
the middle., clags, -are  chafing  under 
the Wesrernization that  has  brought 
a facade ,of European  standards  to 
Teheran. A taxi-driver, for example, 
may drive a Mercedes-Benz  sedan. 
b u t  his monthly  income  remains 
$60 t o  $70 per  month.  Shops  are 

ulty. . , , _ 1  

filled with  European  or  American 
products  that  'are  bought,  for  the 
most  part, 'by Europeans'  or Ameri- 
cans. Throughout the  city  new 
wealth  can  be  seen. but,  not  touched 
by  ,vast  numbers of the  population; 
and  increased  cducation itself creates 
expectations  which  the  government 
does  little  to fulflll. 

The  Shahanshah deskryes credit 
for his land  reform  and  ,his  efforts 
to 1n.crease the  per  capita  income of 
Iran.  But  until  the Persian  Govern- 
ment rcaltzes that a politically dis- 
enfranchised  middle  class is poten- 
tially  dangerous;  and  until  the Shah 
himself realizes that Westernization, 
as it is now proceeding  in Iran,  has 

, I ,  

increased rather  than decreased so- 
cial and economic  pressure, the Jui- 
perial Army  must  continue It,o-at:rajh 
its guns upon the  capital city,"Tl?efF 
is,  certainly, no impending "freirolu- 
tlon";  political apathy,  for t.hp time 
being, is no less marked t h a n  the 
cynicism  voiced  privately by, so many 
Perslam in all walks of life. But 
political apathy is ,  a poor -founda- 
tion for any  government,  especially 
in t.he Mlddle  East. Given the 
emergence of a' powerful  pers,onality 
a t  the  right  moment, or a shift  in 
world  power pi, k alignments,  ahd the 
''dreamy individ"hlism" of Persia 
may  explode  once  again, with seri- 
ous consequences. 

. -, 
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STILL' IN ,DUBIOUS BATTLE e 
: , -  

v 

S,tocktoll, Calif. 
ALTHOUGH, STILL a  long  way 
from its ultimite goal, the AFL-CIO 
has won the  first  round in one of 
the   mos t   ruyed  . flghts ever  taken 
on b y ,  organized  labor:  untontzlng 
the, exploited .and ,almost  forgotten 
f a r h  worket.".'For ' decades, the his- 
tory of .farm-labor  organizing has 
been O i e  of isolated  unions  strug- 
gling vaiidy  to pierce the defenses 
of the unified,  solidly entrenched 
farm interest. Now, however, the 
whole'  labor  movement is behind the 
organizing ' drive,  and  California 
growers are facing TiThat they melo- 
dramatically  term "a crisis." 

In terms of immediate,  concrete 
achievement. the results of the drive 
so far  have been mbdest: some 5.000 
members  unionized by the federa- 
t!on's Aigicdtural.  Workers Organiz- 
ing Committee'  and  the upping of 
wages ( b y  a series' of strikes  or 
threatened  strikes) ' in several  har- 
yests f rb& as low as ' 70' cents  to 
tile ' AWOC's curlent  minimum of 
around $1.25 an  hour  (or  its  equiva- 
lent; in piecb rates). 

More  important in the total pic- 

&,ICK. MEISTER L a, Califolrzia 
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ture is a reversal of the  situation 
which for so many  years  enabled 
California's  glowers to rule  their 
workers  with an iron hand. The 
fartn-labor  organizers  afe  no ~ longer 
fighting  alone,  and  government is no 
longer  acting AS agent for,  the  farm 
employer. 

The AFL-CIO's formal decision, t o  
back the organizing  drive  as  a  pilot 
project for a national  farm union 
was made a t  I ~ S  e,xecutive  council 
meeting i n  San Juan,  Puerto  Rico, 
in February. 1959. The  idea  had 
been 'discussed many times  before, 
and on occasion individual  unions 
had  sought  to  implement it: But 
the nation's unjon leadership had 
never  been  convinced that  the labor 
movement  could  handle a job of 
such  magnltudc,  let alone tllc  special 
problems  presented  by  the agricul- 
tural  industry. 

A t  S,an Juan, l~owever, union Alead- 
ers  decided a t  long last  to  get  mov- 
i n g  on what  some  of,,.them had long 
called "America's unfinished ' busi- 
ness." Clearly, the genuine  idealism 
of some AFL-CIO leaders had  much 
to  do m7ith the decision, as did years 
of agitation by ]solated  farm-union 
.groups, crtizens' committees, reli- 
gious organizations  and  others. 

by Dick Meister - 
I ,  

It is. also c1ea.r' that as the ma;  
tion's general  affluence has grown, 
the  poverty of the  farm worker has 
come to  stand  out  in bold  .relief. 
And the increase  in  strength of. the 
liberal votg throughout  the. c.ouncry 
has  made i t  possible for many labor 
leaders t o  ab,andon the  traditional 
practice of trying  to  extract  favors 
for  urban  workers  from rura1:cop- 
trolled  Jegislatures by  pronijsing to  
ignore  agriculture.  Labor itself is be- 
ginning to  realize that   the  _disti!Jc- 
tion. betyeen  the  urban  and) r_ural 
w o ~ k e r  is  meaningless  in  this .da~7 of 
indust~-ialized  agriculture,  and'  the 
farnl,  drive is undoubtedly a part of 
the  labor movement's  general cim- 
paign to  maintain  its position as 
the  number of non-union white-c,ol- ~ 

lar  workers  continues  to grotk at. thc 
expense, of ulxionized ' production 
workers. e ,  

IF THE AFL-CIO ever was to  take 
a  stand for agricultural  labor, ' i t  
would have  had t o  be in California.. 
Here is found  the  country's greatest 
concentration of agricultural  wealth, 
mechanization  and  farm  qrorkers. , 
This  state,  too, is the  home' of the 
corporation  farm,  controlled, by anti7 
union  financial  interests  with a 




