
Washington, D.C. 
To The  Nation: 

The world has suddenly  lost Ameri- 
ca’s leader-a man of youth and v1- 
tdity and  strength. A man of a  happy 
nzixture of idealism and practicality, 
of charm, of wit, of intelligence. A 
friendly man committed to the cause,s 
of peace, of freedom, of equal oppor- 
tumty  for all 

In his Inaugural Address nearly 
three  years ago, he  said: “Let the 
word go forth  from  this  time  and 
place, to frlend  and  foe allke, that  the 
torch has  been passed to a new gen- 
eration ’of Amerxans-born in this 
century, tempered by war, disciplined 
by a hard  and bitter peace, proud of 
our  ancient heritage-and unwilling 
to  witness or permit the slow undoing 
of those human  rlghts to which thls 
nation  has always been  committed, , 
and to which  we  are  committed today, 
at  home and  around the world.” 

No madman’s  bullet can be per- 
mitted to stop this memorable march 
of America as a part of the  human 
race toward peace and freedom, com- 
passion and justice  under  law. 

The brotherhood of man  and  the 
fatherhood of God call  upon us to 
reach  out loving hands across barriers 
of race,  religion, color, bigotry and 
belligerence, to all who feel  as he did. 

Joseph S .  Clark 
United  States  Senate 

\ 

To The Natiov: 
President Kennedy’s assassination 

is a tragedy-not just to our country, 
his  family  and  fnends,  but  to  our 
whole world. I pray that our country 
continues on the course he set-one 
of domestic growth and  fairness  and 
of external peace. 

My wife and I extend  our utter 
sympathy  to  his wlfe and family. 

I mourn  the los’s of a friend. 
Claiborne  Pell 

United  States  Senate 

To The  Nation: 
The  shame  and guilt for  the  assas- 

sination of the  President is too great 
to be  borne by the assassin  alone; too 
great to be borne by the city of Dallas 
or by  the  state of Texas. It must be 
shared bywall who  through  the year’s 
have excited and stirred  the  simple 
and  the anxious; those  who  have 
raised questions and  turned  them 
until they became suspicious; those 
who nurtured doubt untd it bore the 
hu i t  of accusation; those who spread 
themselves to make a shade  for  fear, 
to save i t  from  the light until com- 
pounded it became the  fear of fear 
and  desperate despair. The  shame 
and guilt belong to all who stood  by 
in silenl acquiescence and to those 
who protested too little  and too late. 

The empty-sounding words of poets 

and politicians of the  past come back: 
“The country will survive,’’ “The gov- 
ernment  will  stand” They are  not 
wrong, but  for some days-not soon 
-Americans will not walk as  firmly 
or as straight as in the  past.  Thls  is 
a t h e  of truth  for all of us. 

Eugene J .  McCarthy 
Unzted  States  Senate 

To Thk Nation: 
Jack Kennedy will be remembered 

for  many great achievements. His 
Inaugural Address will rank with  our 
history’s inspjred  utterances.  Through 
the  generations, Americans will ‘and 
should remind themselves to, ask what 
they can do for our country.  His in- 
defatigable  quest  for peace llghted  the 
candle of the test-ban treaty:  His 
fight  for civll rights will lift our na- 
tion to a new level of Justice  and 
racial equality. A Catholic, he did not 
hesitate  to  differ  with  the  hierarchy 
o n  the  separation of church  and  state 
in our pubhc school system. Jacque- 
line  and  he  made  the White House 
the  cultural atadel of America: ;art, 
music, poetry, creative expression and 
intellectual  achievement  found a new 
welcome there. Artlculate, witty, gay, 
gallant, courageous, his untimely 
death leaves a  tragic void in the lives 
of all of us. 

Ernest  Gruewing 
United  States  Senate 

To The  Nation: 
As Mrs. Lindsay and I paid tribute 

to the  late President in  the East Room 
of the White House, in the Rotunda 
of the Capitol and  in Arlington Ceme- 
tery, our thoughts were with Mrs. 
Kennedy and  the  family  and  with  all 
our countrymen. Our tribute  was 
made  and in the  name of the people 
of the  Seventeenth, Congressional Dis- 
trict  and for them we said a silent 
prayer.  President Kennedy died in 
action. A young man  at  the height of 
hls powers, he gave his Life for  his 
country. May God help  and guide 
President  Johnson in his  constitu- 
tional  tasks. In this most critical  hour 
for our  country and for a world in 
peace he  has my resolute  support. 

J o h n  V. Lindsay 
House of Representatzves 

S a n  Juan, P.R. 
To The  Nation: 

The world and  free  men lose a 
champion  and  an illustrious and ad- 
mired  defender.  The people of Puerto 
Rico lose a  profound  friend deeply 
interested in their  life  and well-being. 
I have ordered our flags to be placed 
at half-mast for a long  time, long as 
It may be, it will never be long enough 
to express in its symbohsm the  deep 
sorrow of our people. I ask all 
churches of all denominations to toll 
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their bells in memory of this  illustri- 
ous leader of liberty, this good and 
religious man,  and in recognition of 
his worth. . . . 

Luis Mufioz Marin 
Governor of Puirto Rim 




