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EDITORIALS. 
Mandela’s Prison 

D uring his recent visit to New  York City, Nelson 
Mandela asked Bill Clinton  to intervene  person- 
aIly to help quash a U.S. indictment of Armscor, 
South Africa’s state arms manufacturer, for smug- 

gling arms  to  Iraq. Why, Mandela asked. should  the  current 
democratic government be held accountable  for  the sins of its 
illegitimate  predecessor? 

Just before he left for  the  United  States to attend  the cere- 
monies  for the fiftieth  anniversary of the  United  Nations,  he 
met with Gen.  Constand Viljoen, leader of the  separatist Free- 
dom  Front,  and agreed in principle to the  Afrlkaner  right 
wing’s demand that the indemmty  cutoff date for “politically 
motivated”  crlmes be extended to May 1995. The net  result 
would be  freedom  for twenty-six nght-wingers  awaiting  trial 
for  murder in the  April 1994 pre-election bombings that near- 
ly derailed  democracy in South  Africa. 

Mandela  made these two interventions-both about  South 
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Africa’s relationshlp to its past-in the very week that a selec- 
tion  committee began  short-listing  nomlnees  for  the  Truth 
and Reconciliation  Commisslon, which will come  into being 
soon. For reasons  that  are by no means  politrcally unsound, 
Mandela  has nailed his colors to the mast of “reconciliation." 
While  this  has served to still the restive right, it also  means 
the possibility of perpetrators  of  human  rights  abuses bemg 
called to account is  slim indeed. South Africa’s state-sanctioned 
arms smugglers, along with its anti-democratic  murderers, will 
go free so that  South  Afrlca  can have peace. 

In the  past  two years, many  of  apartheid’s  worst  torturers 
and interrogators have, like the  officer tied to  the Steve Biko 
case [see June Goodwin  and Ben  Schlff‘s article on page 5651, 
taken  early  retirement, commonly  on  the  ground of medlcal 
disability  (“stress” 1s most  often cited!). At worst  they will 
have to testify  before the  Truth  and Reconciliation  Commis- 
sion. They will  be indemnified  agalnst  prosecution for doing 
so and-retired already-will live out thelr days In comfort 
courtesy  of  South  African taxpayers. 

Several officers  cited  for  human  rlghts  abuses have  even 
found themselves promoted within the new dispensatlon.  In 
the Western Cape,  Andre Beukes, an officer In the Security 
Branch  (the  plainclothes  unit given extraordinary powers to 
repress resistance to apartheid) with a  long and illustrlous ca- 
reer in covert intelligence  work  against the  Afrlcan  National 
Congress,  has  been  made  the provmcial  commissioner. 

In  KwaZulu/Natal,  the  Goldstone  Inqulry  into police de- 
stabilization  activity  recommended  that  Hermann  Fourle, 
head  of  the  riot police in  the  violence-ridden  Port  Shepstone 
district, be suspended. Instead he was rewarded with a  promo- 
tion to lieutenant  colonel  in  charge of the dlstrlct’s uniformed 
branch. Elsewhere In the province, a  brlgadier  implicated  in 
a  cover-up  of the  murder by police of seven innocent villagers 
at Trust Feeds has been promoted  to  area  commissioner of 
the Greytown  District.  And  a  major cited in numerous alle- 
gations of torture  during his tenure as head  of  a  Security 
Branch  divlsion  has recently been  promoted. 

The list goes on:  A  major cited in  a civil torture  suit remalns 
in his position even though  the  vxtlm was awarded substan- 
tial  damages; several senior  officers  are  among  the 3,500 on 
an Indemnity list that  the  de Klerk government  tried to  sneak 
through  just before  transfer  of power. (If  these 3,500 sought 
indemnity, they must  be  responsible for something.) 

Perhaps  most  shocklng is the fact that  once  the Securlty 
Branch was disbanded,  the  majority of its members were re- 
deployed in Community Policing, the division that is meant to 
restore the tattered  relationship between the  police and black 
communities. Nationwide, survivors now look across the table 
into  the eyes of  their  torturers  in  community  police  forums. 

There IS a problem,  though.  How  can  one  punish these 
foot  soldiers of repression  when  their  polltical masters- 
F.W. de Klerk, Pik Botha, Roelf  Meyer-sit in  the  Cabinet of 
a government of national  unity?  The  definlng  characteristic 
of the  South  African  transition 1s Its contlnuity:  As  in  Chile, 
a negotlated  settlement  rather than a coup  has resulted in the 
old  ruling  together  with the new. 

It’s a dilemma  for  Mandela.  Certainly, his government 
shouldn’t have to carry  the can for the brlgandry of the regime it 

replaced; but must General VllJoen  really  be  rewarded  with the 
Indemnification of twenty-six prepared to kill, on  the eve of 
the election, to prevent  it from happenmg? What price reconcih- 
atlon?  If  the A.N.C.-led government is going to stem the soarlng 
crime rate-the number-one issue in the recent  countrywlde 
local elections-it must  find a way of cleaning up its security 
forces  wlthout  cleaning  them  out. MARK GEVISSER 

Mark  Gevlsser 1s The Nation’s Southern Afrlca correspondent. 

Blue Helmet War 

T he  League of Natlons was doomed  after twenty 
years. Will the United Nations  disappear  after  fifty? 
The  questlon is not idle. For most of the postwar 
era politicians and  commentators,  mindful of 

America's disastrous record In the  interwar  period, respected 
certain  rhetorical  limits In dealmg wlth the U.N. No longer. 

The  chalrman of the  Senate Foreign  Relations  Committee 
has  denounced  the U.N. as a  “rathole,” and few members of  
Congress have been more  contemptuous of it than  the power- 
ful Speaker  of the  House.  The  lead  article in the  October 30 
New Republic suggests that  the U.N. be allowed to  “wither 
away into Irrelevance.” To celebrate  the U.N.’s fiftieth  anm- 
versary, Joe  Scarborough, a Republican Representative from 
Florida,  has  introduced a resolution  tltled the  “United  Na- 
tions  Withdrawal Act of 1995.” 

In  an August speech,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State  Strobe Tal- 
bott  warned  that if current  trends  continue, “the U.N. might 
very quickly  Joln  the League of  Natlons  on  the  ash  heap  of 
history.” Yet there IS this  paradox:  Despite the populist talk on 
the H111, poll after poll confirms  popular  support  for  strength- 
enmg  the very world  body that  many in Congress want to 
demolish  A  recent CNN poll shows that  only 9 percent of 
Americans would like the  country  to withdraw  from the U.N. 

A  combination of Republican strategy and Democratic rnls- 
takes  has led to  the  current  straits. A  striking  fact  about  Con- 
gressional attitudes toward  the  U.N. 1s the  complete collapse 
of Republican support for I t .  In  Clinton’s  first year, as Na- 
tlonal Journal has  pointed out, “ninety per cent of  the GOP’s 
178 House  Members  either voted  agalnst the United  Nations 
every time (112) or all  but once (49).” This  record  contrasts 
sharply with the last year of the Bush Administratlon, when 
slxty-five or more  Republlcans,  includmg then-gadfly Newt 
Gingnch,  supported the U.N. at least 25 percent more  often 
than today. 

A series of blunders by the  Clinton  Adminlstration  turned 
this collapse of Repubilcan support  into a policy disaster. First 
it falsely blamed the U.N. for the  deaths  of  the elghteen U.S. 
Rangers  caught  in  a  Mogadishu  flrefight while trylng to  cap- 
ture  the  Somali  “warlord” Genera1 Aldid. Yet that was an  op- 
eration directed and controlled by the U.S. government  The 
White  House was trylng  to  deflect  criticism,  but  the  longer- 
term  consequence was to disarm its  own supporters in Con- 
gress who were trying to stem an anti-U.N. tide. Those  who 
had always argued that  the U.N. was dangerous seemed to 
have found  proof,  stralght  from  the  White  House. 
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The  Administration  compounded  the  problem wlth  its re- 
peated efforts to cover up its  lack of policy toward Bosnia by 
denouncing  the U.N. for allegedly assisting aggression or for 
failing to save the  Bosnian people. For three years the  United 
States  has led efforts  in  the Security  Council to impose im- 
possible  missions on  the U.N., which  it knew could never be 
fulfilled wlthout  the  troops and  support  that America refused 
to provide. This  has  discredited the Secretary  General and 
many of his top  officials  in  the eyes of Congress  and  the 
media, which have never understood  that  the U.N. 1s not  a 
soverelgn power and is only  as powerful as the world’s largest 
states  permit. To save the world  body after so much  damage 
has been done will require some  changes in policy and per- 
sonnel  both at  the U.N. and  in  the  Clinton  Admlnistratlon. 

When he ran  for  the  office of Secretary  General,  Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali  announced  that  he  would serve for  only  one 
term. He is now suggesting that  he may run for re-electlon. 
That would be  a mistake, although much of the criticism lev- 
eled against him is grossly unfair. He has improved the U.N.’s 
administration, for example. This year’s budget  request,  for 
the first  time  in history, calls for a $100 million reduction, and 
the regular budget has  been  flat for some years. He  appointed 
Joseph  Connor,  formerly C.E.O. of Price  Waterhouse, to  be 
Undersecretary General for Admirustration and  Management, 
and  Connor has instituted  some  important reforms. The first 
report of the Secretary General, on  the  actlvit~es of the Office 
of International Oversight Services, created as a result of U.S. 
pressure, suggests an  auditing  effort wlth real teeth. But Clin- 
ton’s charge about  the U.N. role in Somalia has  made  Boutros- 
Ghali a lightning  rod  for  Congressional grievances. Friends 
of  the  U.N.  should  encourage  him to live up  to his election 
pledge and  to devote  his  remaining  time to implementing re- 
forms  that would restore  Congressional  confidence. 

The  Clinton  Administration  can work toward the  same  end 
through a few simple  acts.  It has  not  had  an Asslstant Secre- 
tary  for  International  Organizations  since May, so no senior 
official  in the  State  Department or elsewhere follows the re- 
form issue consistently.  Senior  figures in  the  Admlnlstration 
also mislead the public by consistently  suggesting that  the 
U.N.’s financial  difficulties  are  prlmarlly  caused by a  bloated 
bureaucracy. The problem of indebtedness 1s largely explained 
by escalating  costs of U.N. peacekeeping,  a  task the United 
States  has regularly encouraged. At this moment, Britain and 
Japan have just  paid up, while France, Russia and  the  United 
States are massively  in arrears for the peacekeepmg account- 
although  most of them, unlike the Unlted  States, keep cur- 
rent In their  regular U.N. dues.  Bosnla  alone  accounts for 
nearly two-thirds of the U.N.’s peacekeeping budget If NATO 
assumes this responsibility, the cost of the U.N.  will  fall sharp- 
ly (but not necessarily the cost for the  United States-indeed, 
it  may go up). 

Another  step  the  Administration  could  take relates to  a 
campaign pledge. Candidate  Clinton suggested that he would 
consider the  appointment of Republicans  to hls Adminlstra- 
tion,  though none of slgnificance were  ever found, apparently. 
If Chnton 1s re-elected, he  should  appoint  a senior Republlcan 
with  responsibility to rebuild a  bipartisan coallt~on regard- 
ing the U.N. Even if the  Democrats were to regain control of 

Congress, It IS  not healthy to have such  a near-total collapse 
of support for the U.N. in  the  opposing  party.  The  effort  to 
rebuild a consensus  probably  requlres  a  Republican in one 
of  the top positions  in  the State  Department or the mlssion 
to  the U.N. 

Without rebuilding that  bipartisan polltical base, very llttle 
1s possible in the  current  climate.  The  Republican  majority 
in Congress will continue  its  assault  on  the U.N. and  other 
multdateral  mstltutions. The idea  that law and process should 
dlsclplme force and power in internatlonal relations wlll suffer 
grievous damage. 

With  both Democratic and Republican supporters,  the next 
admimstration could attempt something that, campaign rheto- 
ric  aside,  neither  Bush nor  Clinton ever attempted: to devel- 
op a  vision of the U.N. family of instltutions  approprlate to  
a post-cold war world. CHARLES WILLIAM MAYNES 

~ ~ 

Charles Wlllmn Maynes I S  the edrtor of Foreign Policy. 

St. Paul Payday 

I n St. Paul,  as  in  most cities, two  statistical  snapshots 
tell the  story:  Unemployment  has  dropped by two 
points  in  the  past  decade,  and  during  the  same  period 
the  number of famlhes hving In poverty  has m e n  by 

10 percent.  Each year the  city  doles out  more  than $20 mil- 
lion in loans, grants and tax breaks to business, all in the  name 
of batthng back from  plant closings and  capital  flight.  But 
the redevelopment schemes have done little to  put livable 
wages in the  pockets of local workers or to  change  the city’s 
over-the-hill Image. 

This year a  coalition of grass-roots  groups,  including 
ACORN,  the New Party  and  the  Minnesota Alliance  for Pro- 
gressive Action, went door  to  door collecting signatures to put 
a dlfferent kmd of development  initiative on  the November 7 
ballot.  Their  proposed  ordinance would require that any  busi- 
ness recelvlng more  than $25,000 in city assistance  show  a  net 
Increase In jobs created  within  two years, and-the kicker- 
those  jobs would have to pay enough  to  support a  family 
of four at  the  federal  poverty level, which means  a wage of 
$7.21 an hour. 

The  St.  Paul livmg-wage measure 1s a  model of what or- 
ganlzers hope will become a  national movement. “What we’re 
trylng to do,”  says New Party head Dan  Cantor, ‘‘is to establish 
the  prlnclple that market values ought  not be the  only values 
in  society”  A  similar  proposal is now before the Milwaukee 
City  Councll,  and  Cantor hopes the growlng interest I n  cities 
and state  legislatures around  the  country  can be  translated 
into a  series of grass-roots  efforts for 1996 

The St. Paul campalgn, a  shoesrrmg  operatlon  driven by 
canvassers and  phone  banks, has  drawn  a  decidedly  hlgh- 
profile  reaction Both of the Twin Cities’  dally  papers have 
published  stern  edltorlals opposmg the  ordlnance,  and  St. 
Paul Mayor Norm Coleman, a  pro-busmess Democrat, has 
termed it “a knee-jerk,  liberal,  quick-fix attempt  at social  en- 
gineermg that would have a  disastrous  impact  upon Jobs and 
economic  growth In St. Paul.” The  Chamber of Commerce 
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sings the  same  refrain,  as do some local labor  groups. 
If the  anti-ordinance  rhetoric 1s altogether predictable, the 

underlying  panic  generated is a  testament to the  threat posed 
to  the unfettered business-government nexus  in St. Paul, where 
up  to now there  has been  little  or no control on  corporate 
welfare. In September  the St. Paul PIoneer  Press published 
a revealing Investigation of the city’s loans  to business that 
led by noting  that  “millions of dollars [have] been misplaced, 
misspent or misused under the noses of  city officlals who were 
supposed  to  make  sure  those taxpayer dollars were used effi- 
ciently to revitalize the city.” The  report detaded horror  stones 
involving millions of dollars no  one ~n city government  could 
account  for; St. Paul will likely end up writing off $15 mil- 
lion to $20 million  in  bad  loans,  much  of that  the result of 
sweetheart  deals and  official laxity. Around  the  same time, 
a  City  Council  audit revealed that  the municipallty had  no 
idea  how  many  jobs  had  been created or saved by its  aid to 
business: Three-quarters of the recipients hadn’t filed  the re- 
quired job  impact  statements,  and  the clerk in charge of pro- 
cessing them  had long since been laid off. 

In effect, the only  means  test involved in city assistance to 
business is the  clout of the dealmakers. It’s a  cozy  arrange- 
ment,  and enemles of the  ordinance  are  gearing  up  for a se- 
rious  eleventh-hour  scare  campaign. One of Coleman’s key 
aides  has  taken a three-week leave to work  for a P.R. firm 
propagandizing  against  the “Job klller” measure. In  the  ab- 
sence of polls, there’s no telling  where the measure now stands 
in public  popularity,  but  the  Mayor and hls cronies  clearly 
mean to suppress it by any and all  means. 

Win or lose, says Cantor,  “this is a  great experience for the 
New Party and  our allies. For the past twenty years the  right 
has  shaped  the  debate,  and they’ve done  it to a  large  extent 
through ballot measures like this one: init~at~ves  on term limits, 
tax reform,  immigration,  gay-bashing, you name it.  School 
vouchers  got  a big push in California  and falled-but it still 
turned  up  the  heat  on  the issue about twenty degrees. Thls 
sort of campaign lays our vlewpoint in front of people and 
puts us on the  agenda.” STEVE PERRY 

Steve  Perry IS the edllor of the Twrn Cities allernatwe weeklJ 
City Pages. 

Museum Pieces 
Baby, It’s (SM) Cold  Outslde. 
A group of movement  conser- 
vatives met In the  conference 

room of Grover Norquist’s  Americans  for Tax Reform  office 
in Washington recently to discuss their plans to build a Victims 
of Communism  Memorial in the  old Tariffs Building Just  off 

i the Mall. If successful, the museum could serve as the crowning 
effort by far-right  ldeologues to rewrite the  story of the cold 
war in a manner  that vastly exaggerates the physical threat 
Communlsm  posed  outside  the Soviet empire and wholly ex- 
onerates  the  United  States of responsibility for the  conflict. 

The proposed $100 million  fundraising drlve, officially 
sanctioned by Congress and  the  President, IS being spearhead- 

ed  by some of the right’s most energetic propagandists. In  ad- 
dition  to  Norquist,  the  group was started by a man listed on 
the  foundatlon’s  stationery  as  “The Hon. Lev. E. Dobriansky 
Ph.D.” He earned  the  title  for his onerous dutles as Ronald 
Reagan’s Ambassador  to the Bahamas.  More to the  point, 
Dobriansky  ran  the  National  Captive  Nations Committee, a 
group of patriots mixed with  pro-fascist  sympathizers who 
have hassled the  State  Department on a regular basis ever since 
Yalta. Anne  Smith, a Jesse Helms staffer on the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, played an important  coordinating 
role  in  setting up  the  foundation;  far-right  California Repre- 
sentatlve Dana Rohrabacher shepherded the legislation through 
the  House.  Rabbi  Daniel  Lapin of Toward Tradition, the or- 
ganization  for  right-wing Jews, is, with  Norqulst,  a director. 
Lee Edwards, an edltor at  the Moonie-owned  magazine The 
World  and I and  the  author  of a  hagiographlc  biography of 
Barry  Goldwater, appears  to  be  running things on a day-to- 
day basis, for now. 

With access to some  of  the deepest  pockets in far-right 
funding,  the  foundation is already  focusing on  the details 
of the  proposed  museum, As Edwards  explains it,  “The real 
challenge will be  making the  content  what it should be.” With 
a board of advisers that ranges from neocon  (Carl  Gershman 
of the  National  Endowment  for Democracy, Albert  Shanker 
of the  United Federation of Teachers and Zbig Brzezinski) to 
paleocon  (Alabama  right-winger  James  Denton,  Edward 
Feulner  Jr., founder  of  the  Heritage  Foundation,  and  Rich- 
ard Pipes), one hardly needs to guess what the  content will  be. 

The group’s  literature  regularly  speaks of Communism’s 
“100 million murders” as  a “conservative7’ estimate of the vlc- 
tims of the Bolshevik Revolution. The figure is conservative 

Continued on  Page 578) 

* 
WELCOME, 
MALCOLM FORBES JR. 
And now we have a  Junlor Forbes, 
Named Steve, who cheerfully absorbs 
The  campaign costs. (For he enjoys 
What Daddy couldn’t spend  on toys.) 
He longs for tax  rates that are flat- 
The same for hrm, a plutocrat, 
A s  for his  gardeners  and  his chars 
And all  the  men who wax  his  cars. 
Economies, he says, can  grow 
If budders get to keep their dough. 
If all of them are forced to share rt, 
They’ll lose rncentrve to inherit. 
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the way Stalin was a conservative. Robert  Conquest,  who sits 
on  the foundation’s  national  advlsory  board,  admits that  good 
numbers  are  hard to come by but  puts  the  death flgure  for the 
Soviet  empire at  “no  more  than 25 mllllon.” Impresslve, no 
doubt, but Mao would have had  to klll 10 percent  of China 
to bring  the  total  into  the  foundatlon’s  propaganda  ballpark. 

The  foundation  also lists, among  Communism’s “crimes 
against  humanity”:  “the  Spanish Clvil War, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the killing fields, subversion I n  the US (Alger 
Hiss,  the Rosenbergs) . . .” In  many  of these Instances, honest 
hlstorians  might plausibly  argue that  the  Communists be- 
haved with greater  moral sensitivity than  the West. They sup- 
ported  the  democrats  in  Spain  whde  the West played footsie 
with  fascism. In Korea,  it was the United  States,  not  Chlna, 
that extended the war and  the kllllng  past  the Yalu. It was the 
U.S. government that  dece~ved its own people to  bomb  Cam- 
bodia illegally, thereby pavlng the road  for the genocidal take- 
over of the Khmer Rouge. To the  enduring  shame  of  the West, 
it was Communist  Vietnam  that rescued that  tortured  nation. 
At  home, rn re Alger  Hiss,  guilt and  innocence may still be 
open  to  argument,  but,  God knows, not the dishonest and dis- 
reputable  tactics  of  young  Rlchard Nixon and his McCarthy- 
ite  gang. Regardmg the Rosenbergs, Irving  Kaufman  and Roy 
Cohn consplred to use the power of  the  state to murder  Ethel 
Rosenberg  in order  to  lntimldate her husband,  the spy, into 
confessing.  Not  much to brag about there. 

When I asked Conquest, who w~ll  be  speaking In Washing- 
ton at an event sponsored by the  foundatlon,  Just  what he 
thought  of  such  propaganda, he responded, “ I  quite  agree 
about  the Rosenbergs and  those  matters.  But  no  country is 
about  to excoriate  itself In a natlonal  museum.  It 1s like ask- 
ing a congress of syphdologlsts why they are not talking about 
gonorrhea.” 

Conquest correctly points out  that  one Ethel Rosenberg and 
a whole  host of Chdes do not even one  Great  Purge or Cul- 
tural Revolution make.  Moral relatlvlsm aside, the  ~deolog~cal 
hijacking  of  history is never a pretty  slght.  Serlous  cold war 
scholars  should  demand  representation on the project In order 
to  hold  the  center to the exemplary  scholarly standards  dem- 
onstrated by the  Holocaust  Museum,  just a few blocks down 
the  road.  Otherwise, we may one day vrslt an exhibition  glo- 
rlfying  Ronald  Reagan’s  herolc  liberation of Buchenwald. 

To Balance theLrberal George WrlL No Doubt. In  another 
victory for the hberal news rnedla, ABC News announced  that 
William  Kristol has been named a contributing  political  com- 
mentator, providing  “expert  analysis from Washington.” 

C o l ~ ,  We Hardly Knew E. Just  look  what  happens  when 
you let one of them  into  the  nelghborhood, even I f  he does 
“talk whlte.” Rockefeller Republlcans, I mean.  Colin Powell 
started thls mtxhegoss when, after writing that he was “troubled 
by the politlcal  passion  of those  on  the extreme  right  who 
seem  to  claim  divine  wisdom on  political  as well as  splritual 
matters,” he backtracked all the way to seeing hlmself as  “gen- 

erally In llne  wlth the  Christian  rlght ” Two rlght-wing Wil- 
liams-Bennett and Kristol-are now on board.  And even 
Ralph Reed somehow neglected to  speak up when  Bdl Bennett 
mused,  in  a  joint  TV  appearance,  about rewriting  the  ant]- 
abortion  plank  in  the Republlcan platform  to make it more 
congenlal to  the relatively pro-choice Powell, should he de- 
a d e   t o  grace the Republlcan  ticket  wlth hls presence. That’s 
when all hell broke loose Conservatlve kingpins Paul Weyrlch 
and  James  Dobson lashed out  at  the two  Wllllams, wlth the 
latter giving Reed hell as well for  attemptlng  to “elevate [hls] 
influence in Washington,” while bemg “unfalthful  to  the  prm- 
clples we are  duty-bound  as  Chrlstlans  to defend.’’ The  anti- 
abortion  right is absolutely  apoplectlc  about Bennett’s charge 
that hard-line  pro-lifers, if they are  to  remain  philosophically 
consistent,  should “be wllllng publicly to argue that the charge 
[against  women  who have abortions]  should be flrst-degree 
murder.” Kate  Michelman  couldn’t have put it better. 

What  does all  thls  mean?  It  means Bill Clinton  and hls ad- 
vlser Dick Morns  are  dancing In the suites. Clmton  aldes  are 
positively thrilled  to see Powell blow his blggest asset-his 
nonpolitlcal  demeanor-in  a failed attempt to curry favor 
with the uncurryable. Dobson, Weyrlch and Reed  have prom- 
ised to lay their  considerable  politlcal  girths on the  railroad 
tracks  rather  than see Powell get the  nominat~on. (Ollie North 
adds, “President Powell? . No way.”) Throw m the N.R.A., 
and the PowelI tram is dead on the  tracks.  This  highlights  the 
Republlcans’  extremist abortlon  position,  sinks Powell (the 
party’s  strongest conceivable candldate)  and  could even open 
the  door for  the  man  Clmtonltes see as  thelr  Goldwater: 
Newton Leroy Glngnch. Wlth  Dole undone  and Powell pum- 
meled, the only  person  who  can  unlte  the  revolutlonary 
Republicans  wlth  the  old-fashloned  corporate-owned-and- 
operated  klnd IS the  cornandante himself 

Would the  Speaker risk everything to save hls party and  the 
country?  The  man 1s certainly  not rlsk averse. Nor does he 
have a modest view of his role in hlstory. “People llke me  are 
what  stands between us and Auschwltz,”  Glngrlch  once 
explamed. 

In a race  between a conservative Democratic  draft-dodgmg, 
womanmng  pot-smoker  and a radical  Republlcan draft- 
dodging, womanizing, pot-smoking,  obscenlty-defending 
deadbeat  dad  who  Just  cut Medlcare by $270 bllllon, I’d bet 
on  the fella with character. ERIC ALTERMAN 
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