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TWENTY YEARS LATER. 

WITH the pre%Xt UUlnber the &tth?Z COUV 

pletes the twentieth year of its existence. It 
was started in July, 1865, when the last shots 
of the civil war were still riuging in 
ears, when the work of reconstruction at 
the South was only just beginning, and when 
the whole administration of the Government 
was still marked by the disorders and anoma- 
lies of military necessity. The future, too, 
was still so uncertain that many were disposed 
to believe,in words, that our 
“old farming and reading republic” was gone 
forever, and that a republic of large standing 
armies, of centralized power, and of compli- 
cated foreign relations, on the European 
model, was to succeed it. The way in which 
the whites of the South would take their de- 
feat, and, one migbt add, their ruin, and 
the way in which the blacks would take their 
emancipation, were still unknown. A fictitious 
prosperity, caused partly by war expenditures, 
and partly by the inflation of the paper cur- 
rency, had made a return to specie payments 
seem remote, difficult, and unpopular. More- 

over, the habit of political discussion, which 
had almost been lost under the pressure of mili- 
tary emergency, was, owing to the distrust ex- 
cited by audrew course, reviving 
but slowly. The dominating influeuce in poli- 
tics was,in fact,the somewhat fierce, unreason- 
ing, patriotic, and anti-slavery sentiment bred 
by the war, which was perhaps best represented 
by such leaders as Thaddeus Stevens in the 
House, whose motto was “Thorough,” and to 
whom all scruples born of legality, or prece- 
dent, or tradition,were a little sickly. In short, 
topics for discussion in such a weekly journal 
as it was proposed to make the Nutiu/a, were 
abundant enough. Whether a sufficient au- 
dience could be found willing to hear them 
discussed from an independent standpoint,was a 
question about which there was much differ- 
ence of opinion. But it, is no harm to say, at 
this distance of time, that nobody connected 
with the press, who was consulted about it, 
thought snch a project likely to succeed ; and 
most of those who were generally considered 
qualified judges, were certain of its failure 
within a year. The kind of work it proposed 
to do can perhaps be best described by quoting 
the prospectus issued at the time: 

PROSPECTUS OP TEE NATION. 

Its main objects will be:- 
First. The discussion of the topics of the day, 

and. above all,. of legal, economical, and constl- 
tutional questions, with greater accuracy and 
moderation than are now to be found in the daily 
press. 

second. The maintenance and diffusion of truk 
democratic principlesin society and government, 
and the advocacy and illustration of whatever in 
legislation or in manners seems likely to promote 
a more equal distribution of the frmts of progress 
and civihzation. 

T&id. The earnest and persistent considera- 
tion of the condition of the laboring class at the 
south, as a matter of vital inter& to the nation 
at large, with a view to the removal of all artifi- 
cial distinctions between them and the rest of the 
population, and the securing to them, as far as 
education and justice can do it, of an equal 
chance in t,he race of hfe. 

Fourth. The enforcement and illustration of 
the doctrine that the whole community has the 
strongest interest, both moral political, and ma- 
terial, in their elevation, and that there can be no 
real stability for the republic so long as they are 
left in ignorance and degradation. 

Fifth. The fixing of public attention upon the 
political importance of popular education, and 
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the dangers which a system.like ours runs,from 
thiiTt 

a 
lect of it in aqy porixon,of opr temtory. 

The colleclxon and cbffuslon of trust- 
as to the condition and pros- 

pacts of the Southern States, rhe openiags they 
offer to capital, the supply and kind of labor 
which can be obtained in them, and the progress 
made by the colored population in acqmring the 
habits and desires of civilized life. 

Seuenth. Sound and impartial criticism of 
books and works of art. 

The Nation. will not be the organ of any party, 
sect, or body. It will, on the contrary, make an 
earnest effort to bring to the discussion of politi- 
cal and social questions a really critical spirit, 
and to wage war upon the vices of violence, ex- 
aggeration, and misrepresentation by which so 
much of the political writing of the day is 
marred. 

The criticism of books and works of art will 
form one of its most prominent features; and 
pains will be taken to have this task performed in 
every case by writers possessing special qualifica- 
tions for it. 

It is intended, in the interest of investors. as 
well as of the public generally, to have the ues- 

a; Cons of trade and finance treated every wee by 
a writer whose position and character will give 
his articles an exceptional value, and render them 
a safe and trustworthy guide. 

A special correspondent, who has been selected 
for his work with some care, is about to start in 
a few days for a journey through the South. His 
letters will appear every week, and he is charged 
with the duty of simply reporting what he sees 
and hears, leaving the public as far as possible to 
draw its own inferences. 

As to the manner in which tbis proglnmme 
has been carried out, it is d&ult now to ap- 
peal to any determinate body of our readers. 
We have still a number of them who began 
with the first issue, and continue till to-day, 
but the proportion of these to the whole 
still left is necessarily small. A very con- 
siderable body of our readers to.day were 
children when the iktion was started. Among 
those who had reached mature age when 
it made its appeamnce, death has of course 
been busy. Many, too, have found, while 
sharing its opinions on most questions, its 
opinions on some too unpalatable for continued 
reading, and have dropped it. In fact, there is 
nothing more curious in newspaper history 
than this readiness of subscribers to close their 
ears on all subjects, even to a journal which 
they have trusted for years, because ou some 
one subject it happens to ruu comlter to their 
convictions or prejudices. It isonly to an edi- 
tor that people say that failure to agree with 
them on a single question deprives what he 
says on any question of all value. 

It was the fate of the Nation to suffer more or 
less from this cause at a very early period. Al- 
most in the first number it questioned the wis- 
dom and soundness of a plan then in favor 
among many of its friends for having the Su- 
preme Court do the work of reconstruction, by 
deciding what was or was not “a republican 
form of government.” At a somewhat later 
period it questioned, amid much obloquy, the 
necessity and value of the impeachment of An- 
drew Johnson, on the success of which a large 
proportion of the Republican party had set its 
heart. It maintained that even if Johnson 
were impeachable, his conviction m;ght work 
mischief by throwing the Government into the 
hands of extremists, among whom Benjamin 
F. Butler was the most influential, and that 
his acquittal would simply be the end of a 
piece of elaborate and expensive folly. In 
one month after the failure of the trial the 
whole country, including its chief promoters, 
were ashamed of the undertaking. The 
Nation, too, undertook to expose the pretensions 

of Butler to be considered an honest and useful 
politician in 1867, or many years before 
his party found him out, and while criticism 
of him still, in Massachusetts at least, seemed 
an expression of indifference to the results of 
the war. In fact, it was nearly ten years in 
advance of popular opinion about this particu- 
lar politician, and has had the satisfaction of 
seeing its very earliest diagnoses of him accept- 
ed by all Republicans at last. After warmly 
supporting General Grant for the Presidency, 
it pointed out,before his first term had expired, 
the beginnings of those errors which finally 
brought about the defeat of the party in nearly 
all the Northern States, and which more than 
aught else made the attempt to give him a 
third term seem dangerous. It was the first 
Northern journal of Rcpublicaq leanings to 
denounce the carpet-bag governments which, 
supported by Federal bayonets, sprang 
up at the South, and for so many years 
desolated that region and disgraced its con- 
querors. It contained the very earliest expo- 
sures of Moses, Niles G. Parker, and their 
kiud at a period when few good Northerners 
wele disposed to yuestion the motives of any- 
body calling himself a Republican at the South. 
It took only three or four years, however, to 
produce general acquiescence in the justice of 
the Ai&o~‘a criticisms. 

By far the most serious collision into which 
the paper was ever brought with any consid- 
erable number of its readers, occurred in 1876, 
when it denounced in unsparing terms the 
fraudulent proceedings in Louisiana by which 
Mr. Hayes was inducted into the Presidency, 
and the of&is1 rewards subsequently bestowed 
ou the chief conspirators in that most 
deplorable and debauching enterprise. The 
Republican horror of Democratic rule was 
still so strong that many good people could 
hardly be brought to think anything 
fraudulent which kept the Democrats out 
of power, and looked on n,nybody who threw, 
or seemed to throw, any obstacles in the 
way of rontiuued Republican ascendency as 
little short of a public enemy. The ilktion 
accordingly lost nearly three thousand sub- 
scribers for refusing to believe that Mr. Hayes 
could honorably accept the Presidency at the 
hands of the Louisiana and Florida Returning 
Boards. His term had not expired, however, 
before the great bulk of the party were ready 
to acknowledge that another such victory as his 
would be worse than a defeat. 

The Nktion opposed the greenback theory 
from the first moment of its appearance, and 
when it had such ver.y respectable Republican 
champious as the late Oliver Morton; and ad _ 
vacated a return to specie payments when a large 
number of leading Republicans doubted whether 
a return would ever be practicable, and if prac- 
ticable desirable. It was, if not the first journal 
to engage in regular and persistent advocacy of 
civil-service reform, after Mr. Jcnckes of Rhode 
Island had bropght it up in Congress, certainly 
the first to place it in the front rank of public 
questions The first foreign complication, its 
discussion of which attracted any attention, 
was the AZ&mm case, in which it from the 
opening of the negotiations attacked the theory 
of consequential dainages, then in much favor 
with the public, and continued to attack it 
amid some obloquy, until it was rejected as an 
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absurdity by the Geneva Tribunal. The silver 
craze It opposed from  the beginning, and  has 
h,td the satisfaction of seeing the conectness of 
most of its positions as regards the use of sllver 
in the United States acknowledged by most of 
its opponents. 

To say that it never went wrong would be to 
make a claim which,  evenif well grounded, no- 
body would acknowledge. But  it may be said 
without  fear, that  it  hasnot been greatly wrong 
on any leading question of the last twenty years, 
and that its errors, when they occurred, have 
consisted mainly in underestimating the resist- 
ance which the rapid  growth of the  country in 
wealth and population would offcr to the 
working of leg~slatlve follies It used to be a 
not uncommon criticism on the conduct of the 

that the paper denounced evils without 
suggesting remedy In nunlerous cases, 
however, the utterers of this complaint have 
been challenged to producc from its files an ex. 
ample of this  sort of denunciation, but have 
never responded. It is safe to say  that its 
columns since 1665 may be searched in vain 
for  the exposure of an abuse, unaccompanied 
by the suggestion of a cue ,  except of course 
in cases whcrc the cure is obvious. When a 
journal denounces lying,  for instance, there is 
no need to mention truth-telling as a specific 

To say what  the Notum has done or 
failed to do in the fields of literature and art, 
even in mere outline, is more difficult, bccausc 
there is no thread of events to be followed m 
descnbing It This  part of its work we must 
therefore leave, without comment, to the me- 
mory and  judgment of our leaders  who have 
followed the course of the paper during these 
twenty  changeful years. From  the first wc 
made It rule to have each book, if possible, 
renewed  by some one who  had given special 
attention, to its subJect,  and,  having once 
chosen the reviewer, never to mterfeie withhis 
Judgment If competently exprcssed as regarded 
literary  form. That many mistakes have been 
made in our literary  and artistic criticisms, and 
that injustice has often been done, thele 
is no denying  All we can claim for  the 
editorial conduct of the paper 1s an earnest and 
constant effort to avoid them  The best thing 
we can offer ~n  support of this claim is thc list 
of those who  have  contributed to thc columns 
of the paper from the first issue to the present 
day. It contains a  large  number of the most 
eminent names in American litelaturc, science, 
art, philosophy, and law. W e  have taken some 
melancholy pride m selecting from it  a few of 
those fromwhom,  in the  eailler years cspecialIy, 
wereceived not only frequent articles, but,  what 
was then nearly as important, constant en- 
couragement and applause, and who have now 
gone ovel to the maJority * To us, who have 
one by one seen them drop away,  there 
could be no more impressive lemlnder than 
this list of the  slippcnncss of the soil on 
which any work in this world has to be done 

*J 
J Dennett 

James. 

Frederick 
LewFs Morgad, 

T Tuckerman George mareg J P Thompson, 
E A Sophocies, Charles Bristed, 

Prof D M d h m  

Chauncey Wrl 
Prof Jettrles 

Prof Jameq i f h e y ,  , Ezra 
Charles Welford, Prof J Diman, 

Pomeroy, Prof Karl Hillebramd 
Francis Lieber 
Richard H Dada, , 

Mary Parkdan, 

George W. Ctreene, 
Prof Lewis Packard, 
Pro f .  S.Wel1s Williams 

Of some of these, as, Edmund Quincy, Frede 
rick Kapp, Henry James, Dr ,J Thompson 
and Mrs Parkman, It 1s difficult fol us to speak 
at  all  without emotion, so much were we in. 
debted to them  in  every may. To  John Rich 
3rd Dennett, who was connected with thc 
2CXion flom the beginnmg, and whose earlJ 
death in 1874 extinguished what was, it is nc 
exaggeration to call, a rare genius, the papel 
owed many of the articles in the first years oj 
its existence which attracted attention to i: 
as literaiy critic But of another, Jamec 
Miller Mck‘im, who was one of the found 
ers of the paper, to whom, as an old abolitionis 
of mature age, its methods  at the beginning 
were often startling as well as novel, but whc 
never for one Instant doubted its success, or ~ t r  
value, or withdrew a most devoted hand 01 
wise head from Its support  until his death,  i 
must be said that no record of its caleer woulc 
be complete which did not contain a loving 
tribute to his memory Without  him  and Mr 
Challes Eliot Norton, of Cambridge-both Itc 
principal proJectors-It would  probably havt 
never seen the hght, 01 have lived through it: 
first year. was their faith,  and hopefulness 
and untiring exertions that carried it througf 
the difficulties which were sure to beset an en 
terprise so novel, and the alms of which were sc 
difficult to define 

In twenty years more there will prohahly bc 
hut few, if any, left of those who took part in 
its formation or helped it on its way, but It ic 
not too much to say that they will carry with 
them from thls world the credit of havlng, 
thiouxh its columns, done something to hasten 
the coming of the better time, thc  lelgn 01 
sweeter manners and  purer laws. 

WINE, BEER, OR SPIRITS ? 

A correspondem, writing to 
apropos of our remark  in a recent article on the 
wine production of the molld, that “the ques- 
tion which (wine or beer)  will get  the uppex 
hand as a popular cheap drink in this country, 
is still doubtfnl,” calls Gur attention to some 
light  thrown on thm point by the TreasLlry 
statistics. 

By referencc to the reports of the  Bureau of 
Statistics of the Treasury, it appeals that the 
increase in the consumption of dlstllled splrits, 
wines, and malt liquors in the United States 
since 1840 is, taken by decades on a scale of 
100, as follolrs 

Distilled 

1840 . Spints. Liquors 
100 

18.50  120 
100 100 

1860 
130 

209 
157 

1870  185 
227  435 

1880 
251 

148 
878 

1881 
581 . 1,777 

1881-2-3-4 . 176 433 
492 

2.533 
8,266 

Malt 

The  year 1880 bemg exceptional in the 
unusual amounts of  Gomestic wine produced IU 

the United States, as also In the  unusual de- 
crease in the productlon of distilled splrits, 
the average consumption for 1881-82-83-84, 
together wlth the statistics for 1884, 1s given 

To understand the above figures correctly, it 
may  be necessary to explain that, e g , the 
lmount of dlstllled spirits consumed in 1850 
was 20 per  cent.  greater than 1840, and In 
1884, 88 per cent. greater than in 1840. So, 
00, the amount of wine consumed m 1880 was 
i81 per cent. of the  amount  consumed in 
1840, ctc., ctc., etc. Toget at  the  actual in- 

crease or decrease in the per capita consump 
tion, comparison is to be made with the statis- 
tics of population since 1840, and we that 
the increase of population by decades since 
1840 is as follows 

100 
136 
184 
226 
294 

As will be seen. the  populatlon  nearly trebled 
between 1840 and 1880. 

If, now, we consider the  actual  number of 
gallons of each consumed at the auccessive de- 
cades, and for purposes of comparison estimate 
the population from ’81 to ’84, inclusive, at 
52,000,000, we find the actual per capita con- 
sumption of d~stilled liquors, wines, and beer, 
to have been as follows. 

Gall0118 Per 

1840 
185U 
1860 
1870 

1881-2-3-4 
1880 

Dmtlllerl 
SPlrltS. 

. 2  52 
2 23 . I! 86 
2 07 
124 
1 46 

Wine. 
.29 

35 
.32 
56 
46 

1  37 

3 %3 
1 58 

5.31 
8.26 

10 16 

From  the above it w ~ l l  be seen that the 
centage of per caplta consumption for the seve- 
ral decades 1s as follows . 

Distilled 

le40 
Spi ts .  Wme 
100. 

Beer. 
100 

89 
100. 

1860  114 
93  115. 

1870 
121. 236. 

1880 
110. 

49.  193. 
1881-2-3-4 58. 

603. 
159. 742. 

In other words, it clearly appears that  during 
the past forty years there  has been a decrease 1n 
the per capita consumption of distilled spirits 
of fully 40 per cent., an increase of 60 per cent. 
in the per capita consumption of wines, and 
the enormous increase of 642 per cent 111 the 
per capita consumptlon of beer and other malt 
liquors. 

From these figures it would  hardly  appear a 
question of doubt as to whether wine or beer 
was to get the  upper hand  in this  country. 
Whatever may have been the result from an 
economical point of view of this decrease in the 
use of distilled spints. of which  whiskey is 
the type, and  in the great increase in the con- 
sumption of beer and of the  light wines, there 
can be but little doubt that it has been beneficial 
to the general cause of temperance and good or- 
der in the community I t  is also to  be observed 
that the decrease ~n per capita consumptlon 
of distilled spirits does not accurately represent 
the rate of decrease which  has  taken place in 
their  use for drinks, since doubtless a far 
larger amount is now used in  the arts than for- 
merly. 

There is another point of importance in 
:onnection wlth this matter. By reference 
;o the statistics it is found  that the percentage 

the total amount consumed of distilled 
Ipirits, wlnes, and malt  liquors produced in 
his country,  has undergone a great change 
luring the past forty years. 

The following table of imported beverages 
.epresents the nercentage of each consumed ~n 
,he country for each decade. 

Distilled Malt 

.840 6.2 

.850 . 
97 4 .6Y 

98 
.860 

9 6 5  -55 

870 . . 
6 7  83 2 1.11 

.. 1 8  
880 . . . 

75.0  .49 

884 
2.8 
1 9  

17 8 2 4  

881-2-3-4 2 1  23.3 -31 
15 1 -34 

will be seen that only about 2 per of 




