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The  exemption  feature of the income 
tax  section of the  tariff  bill emerger 
from  the  conference  committee  some 
what  improved  over  the  form  given tc 
i t  by either  the  House or the  Senate 
The  House  bill  had  made a flat exemp 
tion of $4,000. For this the Senate  sub 
stituted  what  was  often  referred  to a2 
e n  exemption of $3,000, and  in  most com 
ments  on  the  subject  credit  was  ac 
cordingly  given  the  Senate  for having 
lowered  the  exemption.  This  praise 
however, was  entirely  unjustified,  fol 
not  only  did  the  additional  exemption oj 
$1,000 in  the  case of married  men  bring 
the  amount  back ‘to the  House  figure in 
the  great  majority of cases,  but  therc 
was a further  exemption. of $1,000 i n  
the  case of a family  with  two  or more 
children,  making  the  total  exemption 
$5,000. This  feature  more  than balanced 
the  lowering of the  minimum  exemp 
tion  to $3,000, from  the  point of view 
of the  objection that the  tax  was levied 
so as to  be fa€ by  only a very  small 
fraction of the  population. As it is, 
rlight  concession has been  made  to  that 
objection. How slight the  concession is 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact that the 
experts  estimate  the  number of persons 
who  will  have  to pay the  tax at 425,000, 
which  is  about  onefiftieth of the num- 
ber of in  the  United  States. It 
is notable that the  marked  increase of 
rates  at  the  upper  end of the scale-the 
rate on the biggest  incomes  going  up  to 

per  cent.  instead of  4-went through 
with  almost DO resistance. 

In his speech at the  Progressive Con- 

vention at Rochester, Col. Roosevelt  gave 

several  interesting  illustrations of that 

superiority  to  trifling  little  distinctions, 
whether of fact  or of law, for which he 

is so eminently  distinguished. ‘‘I ask 
he  said,  referring  to  the  Sulzer 

sffair,  “whether  you  prefer  the  recall 
exercised  by the people  themselves at 
the  polls,  or  the  recall  exercised  by Mr. 
Murphy at the  end of the  telephone.” 
As he  expressly  disclaimed  the  purpose 
of referring  to  “any  matter  pending be- 
fore  the  court of impeachment,”  what 

he  here  denominates  “the  recall  exer 
cised by Mr. Murphy”  can  only  be  the  ac 
tion of the Assembly in  bringing Sulzel 
before that court. Does any  recall “bJ 
the  people  themselves”  contemplate  tht 
interposition of a trial by a court of anJ 
kind  before it becomes effective? Doer 
it  give  the  accused a chance  to  state hir 
case  with  the  aid of counsel,  to confroni 
his  accusers,  to  put  their  charges tc 
the test of a vote  by a limited  numbel 
of persons  who  act  in  the  full light 01 

publicity  and  to  whom  public  opinior 
will  bring  home  the  responsibility ol 
an unjust  decision?  Unless Mr. Roose 
velt  means  to  assert that the  powers ol 
the  court of impeachment  now appar 
mt ly  trying  the  case of Gov. Sulzer- ai 
Albany are  in  reality  “exercised by Mr 
Murphy at the  end of a telephone,” his 
comparison  between  the  present  Consti, 
tutional  process  and  the  recall  by  popu, 
lar vote is a sad misfit. 

But  an  instance  far  more  significant 

is the  statement  the Colonel made of 

his  own  particular  doctrine,  generally 
known as that of the recall of decisions. 
When he first proposed that scheme, its 
svowed  punpose was  to  give  to  the 
people a n  opportunity of declaring Con. 
stitutional a law  which  the  courts  had 
declared  unconstitutional,  and of thus 
substituting  their for 
that of the  courts. It was at once  point- 
?d out,  and  especially  by  President  Taft, 
that in  practice  the  people would not 
vote the  question of Constitutionality, 
but simply on what  they  regarded as 
the merits of the law. Mr. Roosevelt 
(?as  been  sliding  away  from his original 
position pretty  steadily;  but  in his 

qochester  statement.  he  bids good-by to 
:t completely. This  is  what  he  says: 

am  not  advocating  that  the  judges be 
:oerced by public  opinion in  that  the  cor- 
rectness of their  decisions be directly  re- 
tised by the people, but  merely  that  the 
state  Constitution  be so amended that when 
:he courts  declare  unconstitutional a sta- 
:Ute i t  would be for 
geople  the to  au- 
;horize the  Legislature  to  enact,  the people 
shall at   the next  election  have a right  to 
lecide  whether not they  want  such  sta- 
.Ute to become a law,  and’ if the  majority 
[avor it  then  the  Constitution  shall be 
ieemed amended to  authorize  it,  and  the 
Ieople  will  have  the  benefit of i t  without 
waiting for  years formally  amend  the 
:onstitution  and reenact i t   and  test  i t  
lgain  in  the  courts. 

In  the  words we have  italicized, Mr. 
Roosevelt  drops  the  Constitutional  re- 
straint  overboard  altogether.  Whether 
he  is  unaware  that  he is doing  it, 
whether  he  regards the dropping of the 
Constitution as a matter  too  trifling  to 
mention,  we  confess we feel  quite  unable 
to determine. 

The  forward-looking  aspect of poli- 
tics  in New Jersey is emphasized by 

the  large  returns  by  which Gov. Fielder 
and ex-Gov. Stokes  won  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  nominations.  Despite 
the  fact  that  both  depended  much on 
personal  popularity,  and  the  former 
President Wilson’s endorsement,  their 
progressivism  was  clearly a main  factor 
in  the  result.  Acting GOT. Fielder’s at- 
titude  towards  labor  legislation  and 
State  control of labor  disputes,  the  adop- 
tion of newer  forms of city  government, 
and  the  ‘cause of municipal  ownership, 
represented a clear  advance  over  that 
of Mr. Katzenbach. He  had,  moreover, 
c record of .efficiency in helping  procure 
€or  Newark  the  reforms  he  advocated. 
Ex-Gov. Stokes,  whose  nomination  over 
three  rivals  was  almost  unanimous, rep: 
resents  issues that are expected  to  draw 
to him a large  percentage of the  Pro- 
gressive vote. It is notable that the 
I’rogressives, who polled 147,000 votes 
in the  last  Presidential  election,  cast 
but a few  more  than 10,000 on this oc- 
:asion; and that the  victory of Colby 
?ver  Osborne  was  the  victory of a man 
who believes  fusion  between  Republi- 
:ans and  Progressives  “desirable  and 
necessary” over  one  who  holds it abhor- 
rent  from  every  point of view. The  real 
;ontest  thus  promises to  centre 
Fielder  and  Stokes. 

The  outcome of the  Massachusetts 
primaries  has  certain  large  resem- 
,lances  to the outcome of those in New 
Jersey. The  old-party  machines  lost  in 
;heir fight for a Republican  nominee  for 
;overnor and a Democratic  nominee  for 
Lieutenant-Governor,  and  this  in the 
:ace of the  smallest  vote  in a State  pri- 
nary since  the  Direct  Nominations  law 
I f  1911 went  into  operation. Only 80,- 

100 Republicans  and 70,000 Democrats 
xent  to  the polls, although Gov. 
,eceived 193,000 votes and  the RepubIi- 
:an  candidate 143,000 last November. 



That  was  in a Presidential  election,  but, 
oddly  enough,  neither  party polled as 
many  votes  then  as it did in 1911, if, 

for purposes of comparison,  we  count 
the  Progressives  in  with  the  Republi- 
cans.  And  yet  the  contests of last  week 
were  particularly  sharp.  The  Progres- 
sive  vote  was  small for two  reasons: 
there  was  but  one  candidate  for the 

nomination  for  Governor,  and  the  lead- 
ers of the party had  advised  their fol- 
lowers  not  to go to polls. Gardner’s 
victory,  like  that of ex-Gov. Stokes  in 
New Jersey, is likely  to  bring  Progres- 
sive  waverers  back  into  the  Republican 
fold.  The  uncertain  element  remains 
the present  Governor,  who  continues  to 
drop  mysterious  hints at an  indepen- 
dent  candidacy.  With  both of the  old 
parties  divided,  the  Republicans would 
have  strong hopes of success, even  with 

Foss in  the field. 

For  the  third  time  Baltimore  ha8 
passed a segregation  ordinance.  The 
first  two  were  thrown  out by the  State 
courts  when  taken  to  them by protest- 
ing  colored people. I t  now  looks as if 
the  matter would have  to  be  adjudicat- 
ed by the United  States  courts,  for  the 
ordinance of last  Thursday  was  drawn 
in  accordance  with  the  advice of the 
Court of Appeals, given  when  it  declar- 
ed the second one  unconstitutional.  This 
was  rather  an  unusual  procedure,  and 
showed  clearly  where  the  sympathies of 

the  Court lay. In  i ts essence the ordi- 
nance  provides that no  negro shall move 
into a block which  has a majority of 
white  residents,  and  no  white  person 
shall  buy  or  rent  in a block if the  ma- 
jority of residents  are black. It remains 

be  seen  whether  the  Supreme  Court 
of the  United  States  will find such a 

restriction  consistent  with  the  guaran- 
tees of the  Federal  Constitution. Eco- 
nomically, this legislation  puts  iron 
bands  on  the  real-estate  development O X  

Baltimore,  and will, we believe, prove 
irksome  to  whites  and  blacks  alike. It 
is absurd  in  this  day  and  generation  to 
return  to  the  ghetto of the  middle  ages, 
abandoned by Europe  long ago, and  it 
cannot now be tolerated  in a commu- 
nity  which  calls  itself  democratic. 

Secretary  Garrison  took  the  only pos. 
sible  action  in  the  matter of the  eigh- 
teen  West  Point  cadets  who  appealed to  
him  over  the  heads of the  Military Acad. 
emy  authorities  to  rescind  their  pun. 
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I j  ishments  for  mild  forms of hazing. Mr. 
Aarrison  promptly  sustained Col. Towns- 
Ley, the  superintendent,  and  adminis- 
Lered an  additional  punishment by gird- 
ing at these  cadets  for  their  failure 
to take  their  punishment  manfully.  Had 
the  Secretary  decided  on  any  other  ac- 
tion, the  discipline of the Academy 
would have  suffered  grievously;  no  in- 
stitution of this  kind could continue  to 

its  work efficiently, if,  whenever 
cadets  were  punished,  they could, by 

letters  to  their  families  and  their Con. 
gressmen,  bring  about  the  upsetting of 
the  verdicts  against  them.  A few years 
ago such  an  incident as this would not 
have  happened.  Unfortunately, Con- 
gress  and  President  Taft  set a bad ex- 
ample last winter by permitting  the  re. 
trial  and  reinstatement of four  cadets 
dismissed  for  having  liquor in their 
possession. These  cadets  made a long 
political  fight  for  reinstatement, finally 

inducing Mr. Taft  to  reverse  the posi. 
tion of the  War  Department, which 
from  the  first had sustained  the Wesl 
Point  authorities  and  refused  to reopen 
the cases. Naturally,  the  reinstatement 
of these  cadets  after a second  trial- 
the  outcome of which  was  foreordained 
when  Congress acted-has had a bad  ef, 
fect  on  the  corps of cadets. 

Fate  thought  to conceal him by nam, 
him  Pindell  and  making  him an edi 

tor at Peoria,  but  President  WiLon Waf  

not  to be deceived and  sought  him oul 
as the  fittest  man  to  represent  the  Unit 
ed States  in  St.  Petersburg.  The  onls 
delay in naming this Ambassador  if 
caused by the  necessity of inquiring 
whether he will  be grata t o  thf 

Russian  Government.  But it ought noi 
to  take  long  to  determine this. Whg 
sh’ould  the  Czar  hesitate?  The  Ameri 
can  press  does  not  think  any  too well ol 
him as it is, and if he  were  to  intimatc 
that  he  should  not be absolutely  delight 
ed to  take a country  editor  to his bosom 
he would hear  things  from  our  news 
papers  that would make his ears  tingle 
Not much  is  known  about Mr. Pindel 
except  that  he  had  something  to do witi 
swinging  the  Illinois  delegation at Bal 
iimore  to  Wilson, bn’c we are bound tc 
affirm that  he, has special  competence 
being  an  editor.  Any  man  who  chal 
lenges this ought  in  fairness  to  read i 

file of Mr. Pindell’s  newspaper  for thc 

past two  or  three  years,  and we rathe] 
fancy that the  objector  would  yield thc 

point  long  before  he had finished.  There 
we,  to  be  sure,  several  important diplo- 

matic  questions  pending  with Russia. 
The abrogated  treaty is to  be  replaced 
3y another,  and  matters of immigration 
md trade,  with the rights of American 
:itizens travelling  in  Russia,  are to  be 
liscussed.  But  who  will  be so un-Amer- 
ican, so distrustful of democracy, as to 
joubt  that  Pindell of Peoria  in  Peters- 
burg will be  found  level  with  all  these 
high affairs of statesmanship? 

Outrageous  behavior of the  “gallery” 
un the golf links is not, as one news- 
paper asserts,  unknown  in  England.  At 
the  amateur  championship  last  year, 
when Mr. Abe Mitchell  was  in  the  finals 
with John Ball, the  friends of the  former 
dominated  the  crowd  and  showed  the 
most violent  partisanship.  Even they. 
however,  would scarcely  have  been  capa- 
ble of loudly  cheering-at a player’s  mis- 
fortune  in  overrunning  into a trap  and 
so losing a hard-fought  match.  Yet this 

was  done at Brookline  last week when 
Travers  lost  to  Ouimet.  The  club offi- 
cials  were  naturally  much  mortified  and 
publicly apologized to  Travers  for the 
discourtesy.  Where  the  trouble  arises 
is, doubt, in  the  fact that miscel- 
,adeous  throngs now go to  see  matches 
a t  golf of whom  great  numbers  are ig- 

norant of elementary  sportsmanship  and 
particularly of the  fundamental  eti- 
quette of golf. They  think of it  merely 

a spectacle  where  every  spectator  may 
yell delightedly at  the  error of a player 

freely as when a grounder  is  fumbled 
c r  a fly muffed in a world  series in pro- 
fessional  baseball. I t   is  probable, too, 
that the  partisan  temper of the crowd 
at  golf matches is intensified by its 

habit of betting  on  the  contest.  What- 
ever  the  explanation,  the  thing  ought  to 
be reformed  altogether.  Mistimed ap- 

&lause  at a golf game, is a worse offence 
than at a Wagner  opera.  Those  who 
know  nothing of the  courtesies  and pro- 
prieties of golf should be kept off the 

links,  or  not  admitted  until  after a 
course of lessons how to behave  there. 

1 -  

There  is  not  the  novelty in Prince- 
ton’s  announcement  regarding a distinc- 
tion  to be made  hereafter  between  the 
mere  “pass”  man  and  the  “honor”  man 
that  there  was  in  her  adoption of the 
preceptorial  system.  Harvard, for in- 
stance, has long  encouraged  the  ambi- 
tious  student  by  setting  him  free,  un- 
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der  proper  conditions,  to  work at  a 
task  without  the  requirements of attend- 

ance  upon  lectures,  and so on,  which 

are  imposed upon the  rank  and file. Yet 

the  oldest of American  universities  is 

still  in  doubt how to  give  the  man Of 

scholastic  attainments  something of the 

recognition  which,  without  any  faculty 

resolutio?s,  descends  upon the  head of 

the  athletic  conqueror.  This  does  not  de- 

tract  from  the  importance of the  step 

that  President  Hibben  and  his  associ- 

ates  have  taken.  The  thing  that  our 

institutions of learning need is  not 

some device for  turning  the  cheers Of 

the  student body in  the  direction of 

their  more  scholarly  representatives, 

but  such  emphasis,  however  quiet,  upon 

the  intellectual  life,  as will wake  into 

activity  whatever  dormant  interest of 

the  kind  may  exist  in  the  undergrad- 

uate’s  breast.  This  the  system of “final 

special  honors”  is well devised  to do. 

“Historic  passage”  is  none too strong 

a phrase  for  the  ‘trip of the first vessel 

through  Gatun Lock into  Gatun  Lake. 

His  countrymen  will  share,  though  in 

a less  personal  way,  the  satisfaction of 

Col. Goethals at the  achievement. It is 
not  simply  that  the  dream of other 

ages  and  other  engineers  than  our  own 

is now at  last  so near  fulfilment.  The 

undertaking  has  been so stupendous 

that  we could not  be  quite  sure  that  it 

would actually be accomplished  on  any- 

thing  like  schedule  time.  Would  not 

en  unforeseeable  accident,  such as a 
landslide or an  earthquake,  happen at 
the  final  minute  to  spoil  everything  and 

show  the  impossibility of our  genera- 

tion, a t  least,  driving  the  plough  across 

the  right  little,  tight  little  isthmus? 

Our reputation  for  doing  what  we  set 

out  to  do  was at stake.  This  feeling 

might  not  have been dissipated  alto- 

gether  by  the  successful  journey of an 

excursion  steamship  through  the  lock; 

but  when an  every-day,  prosaic  tugboat 

does  it,  then,  indeed,  our  doubts  vanish. 

The  primary  aim of the  Administra- 

tion  in Mexican affairs  has been the. 

establishment of peace and  constitution- 

al  government  through  the  retirement 

of the,  central  cause of dissension, Gen. 

Huerta. It is  therefore  with  reason  thdt 

feeling of gratification  is  reported over 

the  nomination of Gamboa by the  Cath- 

olic party.  In Mexico City, as  in  Wash- 

ington,  his  candidacy  and  the  drawing 
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closer of issues  between  himself  and 

Diaz are  regarded as a virtual  guaran- 

tee of the  very  things  which  Huerta so 

recently  refused pledge. This  tacit 

yielding  to  our  demand  that  the  Pro- 

visional  President  should  make  no al;. 

tempt  to succeed himself, or to  mar  the 
impartiwlity of the  election,  is a victory 

marred  only by the  stubborn  attitude of 

the  revolutionists. As for their  an- 

nounced  determination  not  to  partici- 

pate  in  the  coming  election,  it  can  only 

be hoped .that  the  pressure of events 

and  the  State  Department  will  bring 

them  also t o  a common-sense  attitude. 

President  Wilson  has  already  intimated 

that a constitutionally  elected  candidate 

wlill be supported,  whether  malcontencs 

choose to  participate  in  the  election or 
not.  This  intimation  should  have 

weight  with  all  who  really  deserve  the 

name  “Constitutionalists”;  and if a free 

and  fair  election  actually  occurs,  and  is 

followed by American  recognition,  the 

end of smoulderiug  insurrection  may be 

in  sight. 

The  proposed  dispatch of an  English 

fleet of some  twenty  big  ships,  includ- 

ing  eight  first-class  battleships, for a 

two  months’  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean 

was  probably  not  determined  by  the  re- 

ceipt of an  autograph  letter  from  the 

German  Emperor  promising  not  to  raid 

Great  Britain  while  the fleet is  away. 

Even  those  opponents of Mr. Asquith 

who regard a German  surprise as a 

certainty  do  not  expect  it  to come oft 

for another  year or two. The  reason 

sending a fleet t o  the  Mediterranean 

is  that  recent  events  have  brought  about 

notable  poiitical  changes  on  the  shores 

of that  inland  sea,  in  spite of which it 

is to  Great  Britain’s  interest  to demon. 

strate  that  her  own  position of primacy 

remains  what  it was. Italy  has  estab. 

llshed  herself  on  the  north  coast of Afri. 

ea, and  still  holds  possession of a num. 

ber of Levantine  islands  captured from 

the  Turks. Greece, because of her  re. 

cent  victories,  is  planning  naval  expan. 

sion.  The  Bulgarians  have  reached  the 

shores of the   agean  and  may be  cher. 

ishing  dreams of their own. To all 

these  aspiring  nations  the  British Gov. 

ernment now gives  notice  that, so far 

as  control  in  the  Mediterranean  is  con 

cerned,  things  are  to be as they have 

been. 

The  witches’  caldron  in  the  Balkans is 

301 
simmering  again.  What  unholy  brew 

will be the  final  product,  no one, keep- 

ing  in  mind  the  history of the  Balkan 

Peninsula  this  last  year,  will  be bold 

enough  to  predict.  War  between  Servia 

and  the  new  Albania,  war  between 

Greece and  the  Albanians,  war  between 

Greece and  Turkey  over  Cavalla  in 

Thrace,  war  between  Turkey  and Bul- 

garia  as  allies  against  Servia  and 

G:eece-nothing is impossible. After 

seeing  Turkey  reenter  Adrianople  and 

Kirk-Kilisseh,  who  shall  say  that  it  is 

altogether  impossible  to  think of Tur- 

key  reentering  Salonica  and  Janina? 

The  thing  is conceivable. Vengeance 

against  her  late  allies  is  the  one  pas- 

sion  that now possesses  Bulgaria,  and 

an  alliance  to  that  end  with  Turkey  is 

not  only conceivable, but  is  regarded 

in  some  quarters as having been already 

concluded. For herself,  Monastir  and 

Macedonia;  for  Turkey,  whatever  she 

can  reconquer  from  the Greeks-that is 

the  way  Bulgaria  might  easily  envisage 

the  problem. the  Turks  have  indeed 

refused  to  enter  into  alliance  with  Bul- 

garia,  it will have been only because 

they  recognize  that  the  present  distract- 

ed condition of the  Balkan  peninsula 

redounds  more  to  their  advantage  than 

the  rebuilding of a powerful  Bulgaria 

r ight  at  the doors of Adrianople. 

After a long  and  painful  illness  the 

five-Power loan  agreement  in  China 

has  gone  the  way of all flesh. The  end 

mas foreseen  from  the  moment  when 

President  Wilson  withdrew  from  the  ar- 

langement  and  the  six-Power  loan be- 

came a five-Power loan.  The  patient 

ciied from  pernicious  anemia  and  atro- 

phy of the  sympathetic  system.  Design- 

ed ostensibly as a method  for  setting 

the  Chinese  Republic well on  the  way 

towards economic regeneration,  and  to 

relieve  the  country at  the  same  time 

from  the  fear of foreign  intimidation, 

the  agreement  among  the  Powers soon 

erealed  itself  as  subserving  neither 

purpose.  As  against  China,  the  manipu- 

lators of the  scheme  brought  forward 

aemands  which called for the sacrifice 

by the  Chinese of important  sovereign 

rights.  Among  themselves,  the  Powers 

Lontinued the old game of selfish in- 

trigue.  Fortunately,  this  was a situa- 

tion by which  the  Chinese  Government 

was  able  to profit. The  struggle of po- 

litical  interests  will  undoubtedly go on, 

but  under  no  guise of philanthropy. 




