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THE IN 

Although  Lincoln  the  Emancipator is 
now less  spoken of than  Lincoln  the 
man of the people, the  statesman, and 
the  President,  there  must be many  thou- 
sands, of people whose minds  have  turn- 
ed to  the  extraordinary  progress of the 
Amerlcan negro since Lincoln struck 
the  shackles  from  his  limbs. illlt- 
eracy  cut  from  the 95 per  cent. of 1865 
t o  87 in 1870, and  in  the  three decades 
between 1870 and 1900 to  something 
over the  ownership of vast  tracts 
of land,  the  invasion of the industries 
and  the professions-these things  would 
strike  with  amazement  those who gave 
their  lives  for  the  liberty of the slave, 
could they  but  see  the  results of that 
great sacrifice. For t o  most  Northern- 
ers  in 1860 the  negro  was a mere  beast 
of burden,  often, as in th.e  Case of the 
Sea  Islands blacks, among whom the 
first  negro  regiment  was  formed,  but 
little changed from  African  habits of 
thought  and  hfe;  always  pitifully ig- 
norant  and  ragged;  and,  often enough, 
with  lash-torn fiesh and  mutilated face. 

That  there  are  discouragements 
enough in  our  national  attitude  toward 
the negro forty-four  years  after L?n- 
coln’s death,  cannot be denied. No  one 
who took  part  in  the  ceiebration at 
Springfield, Illinois,  last week can  for- 
get that  but a year ago innocent  ne- 
groes  were butchered in the  streets 
there because they  were negroes. In the 
steady filching of the uegIo‘s political 
rights, we tend t o  revert  to  that con- 
dition of half-slave,  half-free  which Lm- 
coln declared to be intolerable. He 
would, we believe, be the first to  say 
that a native-born, educated-and often 
property-owning-American who is de- 
prived of the  ballot IS defenceless be- 
fore  his  enemies;  and  he would find il- 
lustrations  without  number  to  prove  his 

‘contention.  For Lincoln to  see  those 
-same poor black creatures who swarmed 
about  him when he reached Richmond 
-after  its  fall, whose pathetic, hysterical 
J O Y  over their  saviour  from  slavery  he 
curbed with  such wlse and  kindly ad- 

~ v~ce-io see these fellow-citrzens now 
.set  apart in trains,  street  cars,  and  all 
public  places, by an iron  caste, would 
appall  the  greatest  apostle of democ- 
racy Appall, but not discourage. When 
to  his  disappointment’in 1856 but t w o  
persons came t o  the  mass-meetmg  he 
had called at  Springfield to  ratify  the 
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Illinois  anti-Nebraska Convention of 
1856, he  heartened himself, his  partner 
Herndon,  and  John  Pain, by saving: 

Under~al l  thls seemlng of life and 
motlon the world does move, nevertheless 
Be hopeful and now let us  adjourn and 
peal to  the people. 
So must  those who to-day work  in  his 
spirit, so must  the negroes themselves, 
appeal t o  the people in whose hearts 
still  resides  that  sense of justice  in 
which  Lincoln  never lost faith 

Not even Lincoln himself, however, 
would be so optimistic as  the  latest  stu- 
dent of our negro problem,. Sir  Harry 
Johnston,  the  African  traveller  and his- 
torian of African colonization,  who has 
just  contributed  six  articles on “The 
Negro in America”  to  the London 
In his summary of our perplexities, he 
says, solvstur 

While we are theorizing on thls slde and 
on that, predicting one extreme solutlon or 
another, in all probabllity the dlmculty 1s 
gradually thlnning out. In twenty years’ 
tlme, there may be no more need  to  dls- 
cuss the color  question in the Unlted States. 
If this view seems  almost  fantastic,  the 
standing of the  writer  and  the  fact  that 
many of the  most  truthful  pictures of 
the underlying  evils of slavery came in 
mtebellum  days  from  the  pens of such 
Zifted foreigners  as  Harriet  Martineau, 
Fanny  Kemble, and George Thompson, 
eorbid the  curt  dismissal of his hopes, 
and of his opinion as  to  the  unique 
Southern  attempt  to  carry on a demo- 
xatic  government  and an industrial 
;ystem with  two  groups of people whol- 
.y set  apart. T o  Sir  Harry  Johnston, 
%en with his wide  knowledge of Africa, 
;he segregation of “the  educated  and 
:olored people of good standing” is sim- 
Ily “nonsense”  that  is bound, w ~ t h  time, 
;o be abated.  He does no t  believe that 
;he recognition  and  humane  treatment 
If  these  worthy people will  either  stim- 
]late  intermarriage of the  races or lead 
:o increased  crimes,  against  the  whites. 

Indeed, as t o  the  “last excuse on the 
)art of Southern  politlcians, mob ora- 
:on,  and  ill-regulated  journalists  for 
ilandering  and  oppressing  the colored 
Ieople,” namely,  the  crimes  against 
nen, Sir  Harry  Johnston declares, with 
’efreshing  vigor:  “The world, the edu- 
:ated  world outside of the ele-uen South- 
:rn States,  has  had  about  enough of this 
Iogey ” While  he  was  able  to find twen- 
.y-four cases of attacks by black men on 
s h ~ t e  women in the  year 1907, he has  
earned, on good authority,  that  the 
:harges of rape of white  and  black wo- 
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men by white  men  in the Southern 
States would “double the  misdeeds of 
the negroes.” 

The  white  South will be still  less 
pleased with  Sir  Harry  Johnston’s  as- 
sertion  that i t  needs education  more 
than  the negro, and  that  he is astonish- 
ed at   the childish  ignorance of press 
and  pulplt in   the South  and  Central 
West, concerning  everything,  save  the 
Immediate  interests of plantation 
borough. self-satisfied ignorance,” 
he  calls  it;  and this “narrow,  eminent- 
ly  provincial  intellect”  he  blames  for 
“all the  trouble  and  exacerbation over 
the  negro question." Finally  he  adds: 

When the South  closes down all State 
dlscusslon of that indefensible 
and matches the physical beauty and vlgor 
of its white population wlth an equally 
high mental development, the negro prob- 
lem in the United States will finally 
solved and kept 1n a state of solution. 

That  the  white  South is sorely  in need 
of that  enlarged  vision, of which slav- 
ery  and  subsequent  evils  have  hltherto 
deprived it, is indisputable.  Fortu- 
nately, as Sir Harry  Johnston sees, the 
change  is at hand;  the  white  South is 
beginning  to  get a higher  and  broader 
education. 

Nevertheless,  we  wish  the  Lincoln 
celebration  might  have been marked by 
some great  step  forward for  the colored 
people, not  merely  the  endowment of 
this college or that  hospital, the  cre- 
ation by some of our  philanthropists of 
a great  fund,  the income of which 
might be used for  the  intelligent  help 
and  guidance of the race. The  negro 
needs to be studied,  to be better  equip 
ped for  all  the  duties of citizenship.  The 
complicated question of providing  for 
hls education, in  the  rudiments of let- 
ters  and sciences, in  agriculture  and  the 
industrles,  and  also  in  the professions, 
must be attacked  with  constructive  in- 
telligence working upon a large mass 
of carefully  gathered  facts. In this field 
of trainmg  the  negro we still grope 
m d  stumble  in  the  dark.  Why  build a 
Lincoln boulevard from  Washlngton t G  

Gettysburg when money  m:ght be spent 
In ways far  more  useful  and  more  grate- 
€ul to the  spmt of Abraham  Lincoln? 

CONSERVING 

Nothing could be more hopeful o r  
:ommendable than  the  recently  awaken- 
?d interest in the  preservation of our 
xatural  resources It  is  high  time  this 
awakening came, and  nothing  ought t o  




